7” > 


84 The dallppes nach colar 


or to make ufe of their prince’s government, as an oc} 
cafion to diminith his authority. Although there are} 
fome examples off this hiftory, yer they feldom oc-| 
cur, and whenever they do, it is under fuch circum- 
Mancesas feem so goa great way toward their jultifi- 
cation, 
But fuch is the temper of the Chinefe, that when 
their emperor is full of violence and paffion, or very 
negligent of his charge, the fame fpirit of perverfencls 
policies alfo his fubjeQ&s. very Mandarine thinks 
himfcif the fovercign of bis province or city, when he 
does not perceive it taken care of by a {uperior power. 
‘The chief minitters fell places to thofe who are unfit 
to Gil them. The vice-roys become fo many little ty- 
. fants, ‘The governors obferve no more the rules of 
julice. ‘She people by thefe means opprefled and 
trampled under foot, and by confequence miferable, 
fre cafily Rirred wp to tedition, Rogues multiply and 
commit infolencics in companies; and in a country 
where the pecple are almoft innumerable, numerous 
armies do in an inftant get together, who wait nothing 
bur an opportunity, under {pecious pretences, to di- 
fturb the public peace and quict. 

Sucu begionings as tliefe have occafioned fatal cons 
Sequences, and bave oftentimes put China under the 
command of new mafters.’ So that the belt and fure 
eft way for an emperor to eftablith himfelf in bis throne, 
8 to give an exact regard and an entire obedience to 
thofe laws, whofe goodnets have been confirmed by the 
experience of more than four thoufand years. - 

‘Daas is the ordinary form of goverament which the 
Jaws prefcribe. The emperor hath two fovercign 
wouncilss the ofe is called the extraordinary council, 
and is compofed of princes of the blood only; the o- 
ther, called the couscil in ordinary, bas befides the 
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princes feveral minitters of ftate named Colaos admit~ 
ted into it. ‘Thefe are they who examine all the offairs 
of ftate, and make their report to the emperor, from 
whom they have their Gal determination. Befides 
thefe there are at Peking fix fovercign courts, whofe 
authority extends over ali the provinces of China, each 
of thele courts have their different matters affigned to 
them, of which they are to take cognizance. 

Bur betaule it is the emperor's intereft to keep fucty 
confiderable bodies as thefe fo far under, as that it may 
not lie in their power to weaken the emperor's autho= 
rity, or to enterprife any thing againft the flate; care 
is taken that though each of tbefe fix courts have their 
particular charges of which they are conftitured fole 
judges, yet no confiderable thing van be brought to 
perfection and maturity, without the joint help and 
mutual concurrence of all thefe courts; 1 explain my~ 
felf by the inftance of war: the number of the troops, 
the quality of their officers, the march of the ermies, 
are provided for by the fourth court, but the money to 
pay them mutt be had from the fecond. So that fearce 
any one thing of confequence to the ftate can be pro- 
moted without the infpedlion of many, and oft times 
of all the Mandarines. 

Tue fecond means uled by the emperor, for this 
purpofe, is to place an officer in each of thefe courts, 
who has an eye to all their proceedings. He is not, it 
istrue, of the council, yet he is prefent at all their al- 
femblies, and informed of ail their proceedings: we 
may call this officer an infpector. He cither privates 
ly advertifes the court, or elfe openly accufes the man= 
darines of the faults which they commit in their pri- 
vate capacities, as well as thofe which they commit in 
the execution of their office. He obferves their ai- 
ons, their behaviour, and even their words, fo thet 
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nothing efcapes his notice, Iam told that he who, 
once undertakes this employ can never quit it for any 
others that fo the hopes of a better preferment may 
never tempt him to be partial to any one, nor the fear 
of lofing his place frighten bim from acculing thofe who 
mifbehave themfelves. Of thefe officers whom they 
call Colaos even the princes of the blood ftand in awe ; 
and 1 remember. that one of the greatcft of the nobility. 
haying built a houfe fomewhat higher thanethe cuftom 
ofChina fuffers, did of himfelf pull it down in a few 
days, when he had heard that one of thefe infpcctois 
talked of accufing him. 

‘As for the provinces, they are under the immediate 
infpection of two forts of vice-roys. One fort has the 
government of one province only. Thus there is one 
ice-roy at Peking, at Canton, or at Nanking, or in any 
other town but a little dillant from the chief city of 
the province, Befides this, thefe provinces are under 
the government of other vice-roys, who are called 
‘Tfounto, and have under thew jurifdidtion two, or 
three, nay fometimes four provinces. There is no 
prince in Europe whofe dominions are of fo large ex- 
tent as is the jurifdiAion of thele general officers; 
yet how great foever their authority may feem to 
bey they do in no wife diminith that of the particu- 
Jar vice-roys; and each of thefe two vice-roys have 
their particuler rights fo well fettled and adjufled, that 
they never clath or contend with each other in their 
adminiftrations. 

» Turse have all of them in their feveral lordthips 

many courts, of the fame nature with thofe at Peking 

aheady defcribed, but are fubordinate to them, fothat 

from thefe they appeal to them: there are befide thefe 

feveral other inlerior offices forthe preparing bufinels, 

or for finithing it according to the extent of their comy 
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miffons. There are three forts of towns;\eaehiof which 
have their particular governor, ‘anda greatiqumber of 
Mandarines who adminifter juftice; among»whiob ci- 
ties there is this difference, that thofe of the third: fort 
or rank are fubordinate to thofe of the fecond, as thofe 
of the fecond are to them of the firft; thefe of the 
firft rank are fubjeét to the jurifdidtion of the gene- 
ral officers of the capital cities, according as the na» 
ture of things require, and all the judges, be their 
quality what it will in the civil government, have thei¢ 
dependence on the vi¢e-roy, in whom refides the ime 
perial authority. He from time to time convenes 
the principal Mandarines of his province, to take 
cognizance of the good or bad qualities cf the gover= 
nors, lieutenants, and even inferior officers: he fends 
private difpatches to court to inform the emperor who 
mifbehave themfelvcs, who are cither therefore deprit 
ved of their offices, or elfe cited to appear and offer 
what they have to'fay in their juftification, 

On the"other hand the vice-roy’s power is counters 
poifed by thar of the great Mandarines who are about 
himy and who may accufe him when they are fatisfi- 
ed that it is neceflary for the public good. But that 
which principally keeps him upon his guard is, that 
the people, when evil intrested or opprefied by himys 
may petition the emperor in perfon for his removal, 
and that another may be ordered them. ‘T’be Ieaft ine 
furre€tion or difturbance is laid at his door, which if it 
continues three days he muft anfwer for it at his peril. 
Tt is his fault, fay the laws, if difturbance {pring up 
invhis family, that is, in the province over which he 
has the charge. He ought to regulate the conduct of 
the Mandarines under him, that fo the people may not 
fuffer by their ill management, Whea people like 
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their mafters they do not defire to change them ; and 
when the yoke is cafy it isa pleafureto bear it. 

Ber beeaule private perfons cannot ¢afily come at! 
the courr, and becaufe the juft complaints of his people 
cannot always reach the ears of their prince, (efpecial~ 
ly iy China where the governors ealily corrupt with 
bribes the general officers, and they the fupreme 
courts;) the emperor aifperfes up and down fecret’ 
fpies, perions of known wifdom and reputation ; thefe 
in every province by their cunning management, in- 
form themfelves from the countrymen, tradefmen of 
others, after what manner the Mandarines behave them 
felves in the execution of their offices. When frem 
their private bur certain informations, or rather when 
by the public voice, which feldom impofes on us, they 
are acquainted with any diferder, then they pub- 
Hicly own their commiffion from the emperor; they 
take up thofe criminal Mandarines, and manage the 
caufe againtt them. This beretofire kept all the 
Judges to their duty; but fince the Turtars have been 
mafters of China, thefe officers have been laid afide; 
in usmuch as fome of them abufed their commif- 
fion, enriched themfelves by taking money of the | 

ity to conceal their faults, and of the innecent, 
whom they threatened to accufe as criminal. Never- 
thelefe, that fo ufeful a means of keeping the magi+ 
Pirates to their duty may not be wholly loft, the em- 
peror himfclf, who has a tender love for his fubjeéts, 
hath thought it his duty to vilit in perfon each pro- 
vince; and tovhear himfclf the complaints of bis peo- 
ple; which he performs with fuch a diligence as makes 
him the terror of bis Mandarines, and the delight of 
his people. Amongft the great variety of accidents 
which have happened to him during thofe bis 
Tes, they report, that being once feparated from his at- 
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tendants, he faw an old man weeping bitterly, of whom 
he enquired what was the occafion of his tears, Sir, 
faid the old. man, who did not know to whom he fpoke, 
I have but one fon, who was the comfort of my life, 
and on whom lay the whole care of my family, a Man- 
darine of Tartary has deprived me of him; which hath 
made me helplefs at prefent, and will make me fo 28 
long as I live; for how can J, who am fo poor and 
friendlefs, oblige fo great a man as he to make, me re- 
ftitution ? That is not fo difficult as you imagine, faid” 
the emperor; get up behind me and dire€&t me to his 
houfe who has done you this wrong. ‘The good man, 
complied without any ceremony, and in two hours’ 
time they both got to the Mandarine’s houfe, who little 
expe€ted fo extraordinary a vifit, In the interim the 
guards, and a great company of lords, after a great. 
deal of fearch made came thither, fome of which ate 
tended without, others entered with the emperor, not 
knowing what the bufinefs was which brought him 
there. Where the emperor having conviéted the Man= 
darine of the violence of which he was accufed, con« 
demned him on the fpot to death 5 afterward turning 
round to the affliéted father who bad loft his fon: To 
make you a good recompence for your loft, fays bey 
after a grave and ferious manner, I give you the of! 
fice of the criminal who is juft now dead; but take 
care to execute it with equity, and let bis punifi+ 
ment, as well as his crime, prove for your advantage, 
for fear left you in your turn are made an example to 
others. 

Tuy have fill a farther means to oblige the vices 
roys and other governors to a {trict care of their charges 
which expedient I do not believe any government or 
kingdom, though never fo fevere, did ever make ule 
of, Reg eres arene etign from time to 
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time with all humility and fincerity to own and ace 
knowledge the fecret or public faults committed by 
himfelf in bis adminiftration, and to fend the account 
in writing up to court. This is a more seuabiitenel 
bulinefs to comply with than one readily imagines, for 
on one fide it is an uneafy thing to accufe ourfelves of 
thofe things which we know will be punithed by the 
emperor, though mildly. On the other fide it is more 
dangerous to difflemble them ; for if by chance they are 
accufed of them «in the infpedtor's advertifement, the 
Teaft fault,which the Mandarine thall have concealed 
will be big enough to turn him out of his minifiry. 
So that the belt way is to make a fincere confeflion of 
one’s faults, and to purchafe a pardon for them by mo- 
ney, which in China has the virtue of blotting out all 
crimes, which remedy notwithftanding is no fmall pu- 
nifhment for a Chinefe; the fear of fuch a panifhment | 
makes bim oft-times exceeding circum{peét and care- | 
ful, and fometimes even virtuous againft his own in| 
clinations: | 
Avra thefe provifions which the laws make, asI have | 
faid, they give the fgllowing directions how to proceed 
in,the bufinefs of punithing criminals. ‘There is no 
need of having a warrant to carry them before the ma 
giftrate, nor that the magi(trate thould fit in a court 
of jultice to hear the accufation and plea of the crimi- 
nal. Such formalities as thefe are not infifted on there. 
Wherever the magiltrate fees a iault, there he has pow- 
€r to punith it on the fpot, be it in the flreet, in the 
highway or in a private houfe, it is all one; he may 
take up a gamefter, a rook, or a debauchee, and with- 
out any more formalities he orders one of his atrend- 
ants to give him twenty or thirty ftripes: after which, 
asthough nothing extraordinary had happened, he goes 
on his journey without any concernmenit. aimed 
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ftanding this punithment the perfon damaged may ac- 
cufe the fame criminal again in a fuperior court, where 
he is tried, the refult of which is ufually.a further 
punifhment. 

Fartsenr, the plaintiff may in common cafes bring 
his ation in any higher magiftrate’s court, even be- 
fore it has been pleaded in an inferior court. I meany 
an inhabitant of atown of the third rank may forthwith 
apply him(elf to the governor of the capital. city of the 
province, or even to the vice-roy, without having it 
examined before the governor of his own town; and 
when it once comes before a fuperior judge, the infe~ 
rior ones may not take cognizance of it, unlefs it be 
deputed to them by thofe fuperior judges, as it of 
ten is. When the caufe is of great confequence, there 
lies an appeal from the vice-roy to one of the fupreme 
courts at Peking, according tothe nature of the affair, 
where the caufe is examined in one of the under offi 
ces, who make their report to the prefident of the fu- 
preme office, who gives fentence after he bas adviled 
with his affitants, and communicated his opinian to 
the Caloas who carry it to the emperor. Sometimes 
the ‘emperor defires better information, fometimes 
gives fentence on the fpot, and in bis name the fur 
preme court makes a brief of the fentence, and fends 
it to the vice-roys for them to put it in execution. 
A fentence pronounced in this manner is itrevoce 
able, theprcall it the holy commandment; that is to 
fay, the commandment which is without defect or par- 
tiality. - 

You will think it doubuefs an inconceivable thing. 
that a prince thould have time: to examine himlelf the 
affairs of fo valt-an empire as js that of China. But 
befides that wars and foreign negotiations never fpend 
Kesing which in Europe is almoft the fole bufinefs 
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of the councils, befides this; I fay, their affairs are fo. 
well digefted and ordered, that he can with half an 
eyefee to which party he ought to incline in his fen~ 
tence, and this becaufe their laws are fo plain that they 
leave no. room for intricacy or difpute. So hat two 
hours a day is time enough for that prince to govern 
himfelf an empire of that extent, that were there other 
Jaws might find employment for thirty kings. . So trac 
is it that the laws of China, are wife, plain, well un- 
derftood, and exactly adequate to the particular genius 
and temper of that nation. 

To give a general notion of this, I hall think it 
fufficient to remark to you three things, which are 
exceeding conducive to the public peace, and are 
as it were the very foul of the government. The 
firft is the moral principles which are inftilled into the 
people. The fecond is the political rules which are 
fet up in every thing. The third is the maxims of 
good policy which are, or ought to be every where ob- 

ferved. 

‘Tue fir moral principle refpetts private families, 
and injoins children {uch a love, obedience, and re- 
fpeét for their parents, that neither the feverity of their 
treatment, the impertinency of their old age, or the 
meannefe of their rank, when the children have met 
with preferment, can ever eflace. One cannot ina- 
gine to what a degree of perfection this ficit principle 
of nature is improved. There is no fubmiflion, no 
point of obedience which the parents cannot command, 
or which the children can refufe. ‘Thefe children are 
obliged to comfort them when alive, and continually 
to bewail them when dead. They proftrare themfelves 
avthoufand times before their dead bodies, offer them 
Provifions, as though they were yet alive; to fignify 
that ail their goods belong to them, ema 
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‘bottom of their heart they with them in» capacity to 
enjoy them. They bury them with a pomp and ex- 
pence which to us would feem extravagant, they pay 
conftantly at their tombs a tribute of teats, which ce= 
remonies they often perform even to their pictures, 
which they keep in their houfes with all imaginable 
care, which they honour with offerings, and with as 
due reipect as they would their parents were they yet 
alive. Their kings themfelves are not excufed this 
piece of duty, and the prefent emperor has been ob- 
fervant of it, not only to his predecefiors of his own 
family, but even to thofe who were not. For one day 
when in hunting he perceived afar off the magnifi- 
cent monument which his father had ereéted for 
Teoumtchin, the laf Chinefe emperor, who loit his life 
and crown in a rebellion, he ran to the place, and fell 
on his knees before the tomb, and even wept, and in 
a great concern for his misfortune: * O prince! (fays 
“ he) O emperor, worthy of a betrer fate! you know 
“that your deftrv€tion is no ways owing to us; your 
‘€ death lies not at our door, your fubjeéts brought it 
“ apon you. It was them that betrayed you, It is 
“ upon them, and not on my ancefters, that heaven 
“ muft fend down vengeance for this aé.” After= 
ward he ordered flambeaus to be lighted, and incenfe 
to be offered. During all which time he fixed his 
countenance on the ground, and arofe not till all thefe 
ceremonies were over. 

‘Tue ordinary term of mourning is three years, du- 
ting which time the mourner can exercife no’public 
office: ‘So that a Mandarine is obliged to forlake his 
employ, and a minifter of ftate his offiee, to fpend all 
that time in grief. Ifa father be honoured after his 
death-as@ god, to be fure he is obeyed in bis family 
Vike supeincey ‘over whom he exercifes a defporic pow~ 
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er 5 ag abfalute mafter ‘not only. of his eftate which ‘he 
diftributes. to whom he pleafes, but alfo of his con- 
cubines and children, of whom he difpofes with 
liberty and power that he may fell them to ftrangers 
when their behaviour difpleafes him. If a father ace 
cufes his fon of any crime before a Mandarine, there 
needs no proof of it; it is fuppofed to be true that the 
fon is in the fault if the father be difpleafed. . This 
paternal power is of that extent, that there is no father 
bur may take his fon’s life away, if he will ftick to his 
accufation. When we feemed amazed at this proce- 
dure, we were anfwered; Who underftands the merit 
of the fon better than the father, who has brought him, 
up, educated him, and fuch a long time objerved all 
his adtions? And again, can any perfon have a great 
er love, or a more fincere affection for him ? If there 
fore he who knows his cafe exaétly, and loves him ten 
derly, condemns him, how can we pronounce hi 
guiltlefs and innocent? And when we objeted thi 
fome perfons have an inbred diflike of others, and. th: 
fathers who were men, as well as fathers, were capabl 
of fuch antipathies againft fome of their children ; thi 
anfwered, that men were not more unnatural than fa4 
wage bealls, the cruclieft of which never deftroyed theid 
young ones for a frolic; but fuppofing there be fuch 
monilers among men, their children by their modefty 
and fweetneis of temper muft tame and foften them. 
But after all, fay they, the love of their children is fo 
deeply imprinted in the hearts of parents, that antipa- 
thy, or dilike, unlefs provoked and inflamed by the 
unduriful tubbornneis and diforderly behaviour of their 
children, can never erafe. 

Te it thowld happen that a fon thould be fo infolentas 
to mock his parents, or arrive to that heightof fury 
and madnefs as to lay violent hands on them 3, it is the 
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whole empire’s concern, and the province. where this 
horrible violence is committed is alarmed. The em- 
peror himfelf judges the criminal, All the-Manda- 
rines near the place are turned out, efpecially thole of 
that town, who have been fo negligent in their inftrudti« 
ons. The neighbours are all reprimanded for negleQ- 
ing, by former punithments, to {top the iniquity of 
this criminal before it came to this height, for they 
fuppofe that fuch a diabolical temper as this muft needs 
have thewed itfelf on other occafions, fince it is hardly 
pofible to attain to fuch a pitch of iniquity at once, 
Assfor the criminal there is no punifhment which they 
think too fevere. They cut him in a thoufand pieces, 
burn him, deftroy his houfe to the ground, and even 
thofe houfes which ftand near it, and fet up monu- 
ments and memorials of this fo horrible an infolence. 

Even the emperors themfelves cannot rejeét the au= 
thority of their parents without running the rifk of 
fuffering for it; ‘and hifory tells us a ory which will 
always make the affectionywhich the Chinefe have to 
this duty appear amiable. One of the emperors had a 
mother who managed a private intrigue with one of 
the lords of the court; the notice which was publicly 
taken of it, obliged the emperor to thew his refente. 
ment of it, both for his own honour and that of the 
empire : fo that he banifhed her intoa far diftant pro- 
vince; and becaufe he knew that his actions would not 
be very acceptable to his princes and Mandarines, he 
forbad them all, under pain of death, giving him ad- 
vice therein. They were all Glent for fome time, 
hoping that of himfelf he would condemn his own 
conduct in that affair; but feeing that he did not, they 
tefolved to appear in it, rather than iuffer fo pernici- 
ous a precedent. 

The fick who had the courage to put up a requelt 
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tothe emperor in this aiitter was put to death on thie 
f{pot. . His death put nota ftop to the Mandarines’ 
proceedings ; for a.day or two after another made his 
appearance, and to fhew all the world that he owas 
willing 10 facrifice his life for the public, -he ordered 
his hearfe to fland at the palace gate. The emperor 
minded not this generous action, but was the rather, 
more provoked at it. He not only fentenced him to 
death, ‘but to terrify all others from following his ex- 
ample, he ordered him to be put tothe torture. One 
would not think it prudence to hold out longer. The 
Chinefe were of another mind, for they refolved 
“oneaftér another rather than bafely to pafs over in f= 
lence fo bafe an action. 

‘Tornee was therefore a third who devoted himfelf, 
Hey: like the feconi, ordered his coffin to be fet at ‘4 
palace gate, and protefted to the emperor that he 
notable any longer to fee him ill guilty of bis crime. 
What (hail we lofe by our death (fays he) nothing 
* but the fight of a prim@®, upon whom we cantor 
“* look without amazement and borror. Since you will 
not hear us, we will go and feck out yours and the 
“ emprefs your mother’s anceftors. They will hear our 
“complaints, and perhaps in the dark and filence of 
* the night you will hear ours and their ghofts reproach 

» “you with your injuftice.” 

‘Tuemperor being moreenraged than ever at this 
infolence, as he called it, of his fubjects, infli€ted on 
this Jaft the fevereft torments he could devife. Many 
others, encouraged by thefe examples, expofed them= 
felves to torment, and didn effe€t die the martyrs of 
filial duty, which they food up for with the laft drop 
of their blood. At Jaft this heroic conflancy wearied 
out the emperor's cruelty; and whether be was afraid 
of more dangerous confequences, or was bimfelf con- 
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vinced of his own fault, Hillepented, as he was the 
father of his people, that he had fo unworthily put e@ 
death his children ; and as a fon of the emprefs tie was 
troubled that he had fo long mifufed his mother. He 
recalled her therefore, reftored her to her former dig- 
nity, and after that the more he honoured her, the 
more was he himfelf honoured by fix fubjedts. 

THe fecond moral principle which obtains among 
them, is to honour their Mandarines as they would the 
emperor himfelf, whofe perfon the Mandarines repre- 
fent. To maintain this credit the Mandarines never 

r in public without a retinue, and face of grans 
. oti commands refpect. ‘They are always carri« 
ed in a magnificent chair open, before them go all the 
officers of their courts, and round them are carried all 
the marks and badges of their dignity. ‘The people, 
wherever they come, open to the right and left to lee 
them pafs through. When they adminifter jultice in 
their palaces, no body a. to them but op their 
kris, be they of what qu they will, and Gince they 
can at any time command any perfons to be whipped, 
no one comes near them without trembling. 

Here rorors when any Mandarine took a journey, 
all the inhabitants of the towns through which he pafl- 
ed ran in a crowd to meet him, and proffer their fer- 
vices, conducting him with all folemnity through their 
territory: now when he leaves his office which he has 
adminiflered to the fatisfaction of all men, they give 
him fuch marks of honour, as would engage the mott 
Rupid to love virtue and jultice. When he is taking 
his leave in order to lay down his office, almott all the 
inhabitants go in the highways, and place themfelves 
fome here, fome there for almoft fourteen or fifteen 
miles together. So that every where in the road one 
fees tables handfomely Painted, with Grin tebie- 
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cloths, covered with fi tea and other lie 
. Everx one almoft conftrains him to fay, to fit down | 
eat or drink fomething, When he leaves one a-| 
nother flops him, and thus he {pends the whole day a 
mong the applaufes and acclamations of his people.) 
And, which is an odd thing, every one defires to have, 
fomething which comes from off him. Some take his 
boots, others his cap, fome his great bat; bur they 
who take any thing, give him another of the fame 
fort, and before he is quit of this multitude, it fome- 
times happens that he has had thirty different pairs ©} 
boots off. ® 
Tuew he hears himfelf called publick benefactor, the 
preferrer and father of his people. They bewail the 
Jofs of him with wet eyes 5 and a Mandarine mull be very 
infenfible indeed, if he does not‘in his turn fhed a tear 
or two, when he fees fuch tender marks of affection. 
For the inhabitants are not obliged to thew him this 
refpe€t, and when they déliot like the admuniftcagan 
of a governour, they thewethem(elves as indiderent at 
his departure, as they do affec¥ionmate and forry at the 
lofs of a good one. 
Tuc extraordinary refpe& which children pay to 
their parents, and people to their governours, is the 
j greatef_ means of prefetving quietnefs in their fami- 
lies, and peace in their towns; I am perfuaded that 
all the good order, in which we fee fo mighty a people, 
flows from thefe two fprings. ’ 
Wue third principle of mogality eftablithed among 
them is this, that it is very necefary that all_people 
thould obferre towards each other the ftrictet rules of 
and civility, that they thould bebave them- 
felves fo obligingly and complaifantly, that all their ac- 
tions may have a ai of {weetnefs and courtefy 
al 
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fn. hem. “Thisy, fay hQPEte that whieh makeeltbie 
diftinétion between man and beat, of between the 
Chinefe and other men: they pretend alfo that the 
difturbance of feveral kingdoms is owing to the rough 
and unpolifhed temper of their fubjects. For’ thofe 
tempers which fly out into rudene{sand paffion, per= 
petually embroiled in quarrels, which ufe neither ref 
peet nor complaifance toward any, arc fitted to be ins 
cendiaries and diturbers of the publick pevce. On the 
contrary, people who honour and refpeét each: other, 
who can fuffer an injury, and diflembie or (tide ity who 
rehigioufly obferve that difference which either age, quae 
lity, or merit have made; a people of this flamp are 
naturally lovers of order, and when they do amife it is 
not without violence to their own inclinations. 

Tue Chinefe are fo far from negledting the pra@tice 
of this maxim, that in feveral inftances they carty it 
on too far, No fort of men are excufed from it; tradef= 
men, fervants, nay even pepcirraiee have their ways 
oPexprefling kindnefs and’ civility to one anothers I 
have often been amazed to fee footmen take their leave 
of each other on their knees, and farmers in their en= 
tertainments ule more compliments and ceremonies 
than we do at our publick treats. Even the feamen, 
who from their manner of living, and from the air 
they breathe, draw in naturally roughnefs, do.yet bear! 
to each other a love like that of brothers, and pay that 
deference to one another, that ene would think them 
united by the flraiteft bands of friendthip. 

Tax ftate, which bas always, in policy, accounted 
this as moft conducive to the quiet of the empire, has 
appointed forms.of falutation, of viiting, of making 
entertainments, and of writing letters. ‘The uftial way+ 
of falutation is. Jay your hands crofs your breait, and 
bow your heada little. Where you would fill fhow = 
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greater refed, you se i and 
carry them almoft to the ground, bowing your whole 
Sl ‘if you pafs by a perfon of eminent quality, or 

receive fuch a one into your houfe, you muit bend one 
knee, and remain in that pofture till he whom you thus 
falute takes you up, which he always does immediate- 
ly. But when a Mandarine appears in publick, it would 
be a criminal faucinefs to falute him in any fort of 
fathion, unlefs you have occafion to fpeak to him : you 
muft fep afide a little, and holding your eyes on the 
ground, and your arms crofs your fides, May till he be 
gone paft you. 

ALTSOUGH very familiar acquaintance make vifits 
without any ceremony, yet for thofe friends who are 
not fo, cuftom has prefcribed a fet form of vifiting. 
The vifitor fends his fervant before with a piece of red 
paper, on which is wrote his own name, anda great 
many marks of refpeét to the perfon he vilits, accor- 
ding as his dignity or quality i is. When this felt 
is received, the vifitor comes in, and meets with a 
ception anfwerable to his merit. The perfon vifited 
fometimes fays for the vilitor in the hall, without go- 
ing ur to meet him, or if he be of a much fuperior 
quality, without riing from his feat: fometimes he 
meets the vifitor at his door; fometimes he goes out 

Winto the court- yards and fometimes even into the freet 
to bring bim in. When they come into view, they 
. beth run and make alow bow. They fay but little, 
their compliments are in form, one: knows what he mult 
fay, and the other how be muft anfwer; they never 
‘beat their brains, like us, ro find out new compliments, 
and find phrafes. At every gate they make a halt, where 
The ceremonies begin afreth, and the bows are renewed 
ro make each go firlt ; they ule but two ways of fpeak- 
“Weg on this oceafion, which are, Tin; that is “* pray 
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spelen enter,” atid! Poukan, “it mutt not be.” 

his word four or five times, and 
then pm Fagan ae bimfelf to be perfuaded, and 
gocs on to the next door, where the fame thing begitts 
anew. 

Wuen they come to the room where they are to 
ftay, they ftand near the door in a row, and every one 
bows almoft to the ground; then follow the .ceremo+ 
nies of kneeling, and going on this or that fide to give 
the right hand, then the chairs are faluted (for they 
have their compliments paid them as well as the mens 
they rub them to take all duft away, and bow in a ref- 
peétive manner to them) then follow the contentions 
about the firft place; yet all this makes no confufion. 
Ufe bas made it natural to the Chinefey they know be- 
fore what themfelves, and what others are to do, every 
one*flays till the others have done in their order what 
is expeéted, fo that there happens no confufion or dif- 
turbance. 

Ir mutt be owned that this is a great piece of fa~ 
tigue, and after fo many mbtions and dilferent poftures, 
in which they {pend a quarter of an hour before they 
are to fit down, it muft be owned they have need e 
nough of relt. ‘The chairs are fer fo that every body 
fits oppofite to one anothers when you are fate, you 
miufi fit fraight, not Jean back, your eyes mult look 
downward, your hands malt be ftectched on your knees, 
your feet even, not acrofs, with a grave and compofed 
behaviour, not to be over forward to fpeak. The Chi- 
nefe think that a vifit confifts not in mutual converfé 
fo much as in outward compliment and ceremony, and 
in China the vifitor may truly and properly fay he comes 
to pay his refpedts, for oft-times there are more honours 
paid chan wogds fpoken. 

A miflionary did aver to me-that « Mandarine made 
E3 





him a vifit, ine which he loons extol: 
‘This is always certain that. they theme 
felves with difcouring, for onewmay y fay of 
throm that they are flatues or figures placed in a thea- 
tre forornament. They bave fo little of difcourfe and 
formach of gravity. 4 
~ Texan fpeech is mighty fubmiflive and humble, you 
‘will meyer hear them fay, for example, “* I am obliged 
“to you for the favour you have done me,” but thus, 
“©The favour which my lord, which my inftruéter has 
‘ granted to me, who am little in his eyes ; or who am 
bis difciple, has extremely obliged me.” Again, they 
do not fay, I make bold to prefent you with a few 
** curiofities of my country; bat, the fervant takes the 
‘liberty to offer to his lord a few curiofities which 
came from the mean and vile country. Again, not 
‘t.whatloever comes from your kingdom or province is 
well worked; but whatfoever comes from the pre~ 
** cious kimgdom, the noble province of the lord is 
“extraordinary fine, and exceeding well wrought.” 
In ike. manner in all other wales, they never fay I or 
you inthe fir or fecond perfon; but ‘ me your fere 
“vant, me your difciple, me your fubject.” And ine 
flead of faying you, they fay “ the do€tur faid, the lord 
“©did, the emperor appointed.” It would be a great 
piece of clownithnels to fay otherwife, unlefs to your 
8. 

URING the vilit the tea goes round two or three 
times, where you muft ufe a ceremony when you take 
the dith, when you carry it to your mouth, or when 
you return ic to the fervant. Whea you depart it is 
with the fame ceremonics with which you came ing 
and you conclude the comedy with the fame expence 
‘you began it. Strangers are very uncouth agplaying 
their. parts herein, and make great blunders. The 
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reafonable part of the Chinefe fmile at them and excufe 
them ; others take exceptions at it, and defire them to 
Jearn and before they venture in publick. For 
this reafon they allow ambaffadors forty days to paet 
pare for their audience of the emperor; and for fear | 
they thould mifs any ceremony, they fend them, during 
the time allowed, mafters of the ceremonies, who teach 
them, and make them practice. 

Terr feahs are corenaclele even beyond what 
you can imagine, you would think they are not invited 
to eat, but to make grimaces. Not a mouthful of 
meat is eat, or adrop of wine dravk but it coftsan buns * 
dred faces. They have, like our concerts of mulicky 
an officer who beats time, that the guelts may all toe 
gether in concord take their meat on their plates, and 
pat it into their mouths, and lift up their little infra- 
ments of wood, which ferve inilcad of a fork, or put 
them again in their places in order. Every guefl has 
a peculiar table, without tablecloth, napkin, koife or 
fpoon ; for every thing is realy cut to their hands, and 
they never touch any thing but with two lite wooden 
inflruments tipped with filver, which the Chinefe han« 
dle very dexteroutly, and which ferve them for anuai= 
verfal inflrument. , 

‘Tuer begin their feats with drinking wine, which 
is given to every gueft at one and the fame time in @ 
fmall cup of China or filver, which cup all the guelle 
take h@ld of with both hands: every one lifts his vef= 
fe] as high as his head, prefenting their fervice thereby 
to one another without fpeaking, and inviting cach o= 
ther to drink firft. It is enough if you hold the cup to 
your mouth only without drinking during the time 
while the reft drink ; for if the outward ceremonies 
are oblerved and kept, it is all one to them whether 
you drink or not. 
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Ap-ren the firht cup, they fet upon every table a great 
veilel of hathed meat, or ragoo, ‘Thgp every one ob- 
ferves ‘the motions of the mafler of the feaft, who di- 
YoSts tHe actions of his guclts. According as he gives 
the ign, they take their two Jittle inftruments, brandifh 
them in the air, and as it were prefent them, and after 
exercifing them after twenty fathions which I cannot 
exprefs, they ftrike into the dith, from whence 
they cleverly bring upa piece of meat, which muft 
be eat neither too haflily ncr too flowly, fince it would 
bea rudenefs cither to cat before others or to make 
them ftay for you. Then again they exercife their lite 
tle infieuments, which at length they place on the tae 
We in that pofture wherein they were at the firft. In 
all this you muft oblerve time, that all may begin and 
end at once. 

A little after comes the wine again, which is drank 
with all the ceremonies aforefaid, ‘Then comes a fe- 
cond mefs, “which they dip into as into the firft, and 
thus the feaft is continued until the end, drinking be- 
tween every mouthful, till there have been twenty or 
four and twenty different plates of meat at every table, 
which makes them drink off as many cups of wine; but 
owe mutt obferve that, befides that J have faid that they 
rink as much or as little as they will at a time, their 
‘Wine cups are very little, and their wine is final). 

* Wyte all the dithes are ferved, which are done with 
all imaginable order, no more wine is brought, and the 
: may be a little more free with their meat, takisig 
indiderently out of any of thefe dithes before them, 
which «yet muft be done when the reft of the gucits 
take our of fome of their dithes, for uniformity and ore 
der is always facred. At this time they bring rice and 
bread, for as yet wothing bat meat has been brought; 
Serer ak Bevis conde of Rete Saar 











the | eaey abe; may mingle their iy 
ue ferious, grave, and Gilent, for three 
or four hours together. When the matter of the 
fees they have all done eating, he gives the fign to 
aud they go afide for a quarter of an hour ints the hall 
or garden to entertain and divert themfelves. Then 
they come again to table, which they find fer out with 
all forts of fweetmeats, and dried fruits, which they 
keep to eat with their tea. 

‘Terese cuftoms fo itrilly enjoined, and fo extremely 
troublefome, which mutt be perfermed from one end 
to the other of the feaft, keeps all the guefts from eat~ 
ing, who do not find themfelves hungry till they arife 
from the table, Then they have a great mind to go 
and dine at home; but a company of ftrollers come and” 
play over a comedy, which is fo tedious that it wearies 
one as much as that before at the table did. Nor is 
tedioufnefs the only fault, for they are commonly 
very dull and very noify, no rules are obferved, fome- 
times they fing, fumetimes bawl, and fometimes howl, 
for the Chinefe have little fkill in making declamas 
tions. Yet you muft not Jangh at this folly, but all 
the while admire at the politenefs of China, at its ce- 
femonies, inftituted, as they fay, by the diicretion of 
the antients, and ftill kept up by the wildom of the 
moderns. % 

Tue letters which are wrote from one to 
are as remarkable for their civilities and ceremonies, 
which are as many and as myfterious as the nee 
‘They do not writin the fame manner as they fj 
the bignefs of the characters, the diftance between 
fines, the innumerable titles of honour given to the 
veral qualities of perfons, the thape of the paper, the 

- ‘td, white or blue covers for the letter, ace 
cording to ene Par: and an erg | 
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-is fecretary enough to write and fend one ip 
Bar lencrs ‘a8 it ought to be. 
— Tere are a thovland other rules pradtifed by the 
better fort in ordinary converfation, which you muft 
\oblerve, unlefs you would be accounted a clown; and 
though in a thoufand dnflances thefe things favour 
“more of a ridiculous affeétation than of real politenefs, 
noone can deny neverthclefs but that thefe cultoms, 
which people obferve fo exa@ly, do infpire into them 
a fweetnels of temper, andalove of order, Thefe three 
moral principles, that it, the refpeét’ which children 
opay their parents, the veneration which all pay the em- 
eperor-and his officers, and the mutual humility and 
courtefy of all people, work their cMeét the better, be- 
tife fupported by a wife and well underftood policy. 
‘The principal maxims of which are as follow. 
Tak fii is, never to give any one an office in his 
“owt province, and that for two reafons; becaufe, firft, 
@ Mandarine of ordinary parentage is ufvally defpifed 
by thofe who know his family. Secondly, becaufe be- 
tng brought into favour and repute, by the great num- 
Jof his kiutred and friends, he might be enabled 
to make, or at Jeait to fupport a rebellion, or at 
ould be very difficult for him to execute jultice 
H univerfal impartiality. 
iB fecond maxim, js to retain at court the chil- 
we Mandarines employed in the moft confidera- 
fin the provines, under pretence indeed of 
g them well, but in reality keeping them a5 
Teli their fathers fhould fall from that duty 
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es to name, unlefsthe office or quality of the criminal! 
gives him the liberty to refufe him. If the emperor | 
diflikes the firft fentence, he may commiffion new jud-~ 
ges tore-examine it until the fentence be agreeable” 
bis ming. For otherwile it would be in the power of 
money, or of artifice to fave a man whole life would 
be noxious to the good of the ftate. On the other fide, 
fay they, we need not fear the prince’s paffion, who if 
he have a mind to take off a good man may find -way9; 
enough to do it without going fo openly abourit. But 
it is bur fitting that there fhould be a means efficacious 
enough to rid the empire of an ill man. 

Tue fourth maxim of policy is never to [ell any 
place, but ro beftow it always upon merit; that isyror 
thofe of good life, and who by a diligent ftudy have a= 
quainted themfelves with the laws and cuftoms of their 
country, To this end informations are exhibited of 
the life and manners of the candidate, efpecially when 
a Mandarine is removed from an ingggior toa fuperior 
officeg as for their underftanding the faws, they under= 
go fo many examinations and trials of it, that it is im=> 
poflible for an ignoramus to be thought underitanding,. 
fo fevere are the meafures which they take. 

Wuen they refolve to fet a child apart to learnings 
they put him to a mafter, for the towns of China are 
full of fchools, where reading and writing are tauglits 
which to learn well will take up (ome years. When the 
youth has made a pretty good progrefs in this, he ie 
prefented to a Mandarine of the lower order to be x7 
amined, If he writes a goo! hand, and makes thelr” 
charaGlers bandfomely, he is admitted among thofe Who! 
apply theméelves to the knowledge of books, and ended» 

tain a degree, of which there ate three 
sanfwer to our bachelor, mafler of arts, 
. the fortunes of the Chinefe do whal+ 
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Jy depend pop their capacity and underftanding, fo 
seem fpend their whole life in fludy. ‘They fay by heart 
flaple books with a wonderful alacrity, they 
take comments on their laws ; compofition, eloquence, 
imitation and knowledge of their antient and 
‘the delicacy and politenefs of the modern ones, from 
\fix to fixty are their conftant employ. In fome the 
ogticknels and readinefs of wit faves them a great deal 
of labour, for fome have been dogtors at an age when 
others can write but indifferently ; but thefe are heroes 
amongft the Chinefe, of which one in an age is ¢- 
Tue examinations are RriG, mafters of arts are creat- 
se by the principal Mandarines of the province ; ba+ 
chelots by thofe Mendarines allied by a commiffary 
fiym coust ; a8 for do@ors they commence only at Pe~ 
‘Kings Dur becaufe fume who deferve this degree, have 
wh p wherewith to defray fo expenfive a journey, what 
ry.for it, is beltowed on them gratis, that fo 
poverty may not deprive the tate of the fervice ofshofe 
men who may prove ufeful and beneficial to it. 

Evert one’s chacsdter is taken from his ability to ine 
went or compofe. For this purpofe the candidates are 
Mivt up ina clofe room, without books, without any 
other paper than what is neceflary for them to write 
on. All the while they are forbidden all manper of 
correfpondents, at the doors arc placed by the Mada- 
ines guards, whofe fidelity no bribes can corrupt; the 
‘Aecond examination is yet more Arid, for lell the com~ 


Ment by the court thould himfelf be byailed 
* ror the hopes of gain, he is not futlered 
Apeak with any perfon till the cxamination is 
ag Be ta the peefent emperor is more feared by the 
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candidates than any of the other pofers, not only for 
his nice exaétnefs and rigorous juftice, but for his ex 

traordinary abilities in judging of any thing of this na- 

ture. When the dodlors are named, they are prefen=” 
ted to hima to the three principal of which he gives gar= 

lands of MOwers, or any other marks of honour, to dif- 

tingvith them from the reft; fome of them likewife 

be chufes for members of his royal academy, from 

whence they never remove, unlefs unto pofts of the 

greatelt confideration and credit in the kingdom. 

‘Tue great number of prefents which they receive 
from their kindred and friends keeps the doctors from 
being poor. Every one hopes to make fome advan~ 
tage from his friendthip; bur left high | promotion 
fhould make them negligent, and fit loofe to their flu- 
dics; they fill undergo feveral examinations, where 
if they appear to have been negligent, they certaigly 
meet with feverity and reproof ; whereas if they have 
Ail continued to forward and improve their ftudiesy 
they meet with a fuitable encouragement and reward. 

No fmall thare of the public good is owing to this 
principle of policy. ‘The youths, whom idlenefs and 
floch never fail to corrupt, are by this conftant employe 
ment diverted from ill courfes, they have fearce time 
enough to follow their loofe inclinations Secondly, 
ftudy forms and polithes their wits. People who ne- 
ver engage im arts and fciences, ar¢ always blockifh and 
Stupid. Thirdly, all offices are filled by able men, and 
if they cannot prevent that injuftice which praceeds 
from the covetoufnels and corrupt affeCions of oflix 
cersy at'leaft they will take care to hinder that which 
arifes from ignorance and immorality. Fourthly, 
paris sch ed the emperor may with grea- 
ter ‘out thofe officers whom he fhall find 
undeferving. We ought indeed to punith every of 
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fender ; yet it would bé natural to bear with a Man 
darine who is-negligent of his office for want of under: 
wflending or application, who is too mild or over fev 
if taking away his place would rnin his family, who! 
whole fortune it may be is laid out in the pi sateahi 
when as ifa Place be difpofed only by d 
pririce who gave it may eafily without any iteriene 
take it from one, and gratify another with it. 
Lastiy, no fees are paid for the adminiftration o| 
joftice. The judge, whofe office coft him nothing, 
and who has bis falary fated, can require nothing of 
, the parties at law: which impowers every poor ma: 
to profecute his own rights, and frees him from being 
oppreffed by the opulence of his adverfary, who cannot 
be brought to do juftly and reafonably becaufe the 
ther has not money. 

Tur Chinefe have eflablithed this as a fifth maxi: 
of policy, never to fuffcr frangers to have any fhare i 
theiradminiftration. ‘I he fmall efteem they bear them, 
makes the Chinefe ufe them fo coarfely. They fanc’ 
that a tixture of natives and foreigners would brin, 
them to contempt, and occafion nought but corruptios 
and diforder. From thence alfo would fpring parti: 
cular grudges, making parties, and at Loft rebellion: 
For difference of people neceflarily fuppofes differen 
‘of cuftoms, languages, humours and religion, ‘Thi 
makes them no longer children of the fame family, 
Bred up to the fame opinions, and tempered with thi 
fame notions; apd be there all imaginable care ufed in 
infrudting and forming Mrangers, they aro at molt but 
i fons, who never have that implicit obedience 
e affetion, which childron by narare bear tc 

“their own parents. So thar thould foreign pete bet+ 
; - ter qualified than natives, which you 
the Chincfe believe, they would te for dren) 
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of their prefer natives to them :* and phd 
litle Jefe than 2 miracle in favour of chriftianity, that 
a few miffionaries have been fuffered .) fettle there. 
Tuts laft piece of policy is extremely good when 
thofe of fe religion are kept out, which teaches re- 
bellion difturbance; itfelf being the produd of 
caballing and riot; but the cafe is otherwife in chrif= 
tianity, whofe humility, {wectnefs and obedience to 
Guthority, produces nought but peace, unity, and cha> 
rity among all people. This is what the Chinefe bes 
gin to be convinced of, having had trial of it for a 
whole age together. Happy were it if they would em- 
brace it as a conftitution equally neteflary for the fale 
mation of their fouls, as conducive to the’peace and 
good of their Mote. 

Treore fixth maxim is that nobility is never heredi= 
tary, neither is there any diftinétion between the quae 
Jities of people; faving what the offices which they ex+ 
ecute makes: fo that excepting the family of Confuci+ 
vs the whole kingdom is divided into magiftracy and 
commonalty. There areno lands but what are held 
by focage-renure, not even thole lands which are def 
tined for the Bonzes, or which belong to the temples 
of the idols. So that their gods, os well as men, are 
fabje€t to the ftate, and are obliged by tates and cone 
tribotions to acknowledge the emperor's fupremacy- 
When a viceroy or governour of a province is dead) 
his children, as well as others, have their fortunes to 
make; and if they inherit not their father’s virtuc and 
ingenuity, his name which they bear, be it never fo fax 
mous, gives them no quality at all. 

‘Tne advantages which the ftate makes of this maxe 
re ‘trading is in a more flourithiag condition, 

seats the nobility is the fikelieft 
aa te the emperor's revenues ine, 
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ereafed by it; becaufe no cflates are tax-free a | | 


towns which Pay poll-money no perfon. is 
Thirdly, by this means families are hindered from i: 
““gratiating th ves with the populace, and fo ke; 
from tone pi themfelves fo far in the le’s 
your, that it Id be a difficulty to the prince bi 
felf to keep within bounds, Lalily, it is a recei 
ed opinion among the Chinefe, that if an emper 
would be obeyed he mult lay his commands upon ft 
jedls, and not upon fo many little kings. 

‘Ture feventh principle of policy is to keep up i 
peace, as well as war, great armies; as well to mai 
tain a credit and refpect from the meighbours, as 
flifle or rather prevent any diflurbance or infurredti 
which may happen at home. Heretofore a million 
foldiers were fet to guard their great wall. A Je! 
number alfo than that to garrifon their frontiers a 
Breat towns would have been too little, Now th 
Think it enough to keep gasrifons in their molt impo! 
sant towns, 

Busivus thefe flanding forces, there are fifteen 
twenty thoufand men in cach province, under the coi 
mand of private officers; they have alfo foldiers 
keep their iflands, efpecially Haynan and Formof 
The horfe-guards of Peking are above an hundred an 
fizty thovfand. So that, I believe, in the greateftan 
fecurclt peace the emperor has in pay and at muller n 
Jefs than fifty hundred thoufand effective men, all ar 

"med according to the cuftcm of the country with {ci 
meters and darts» ‘They have bur a very fmall infan 
and of thofe which they have there are no pike 

and very few mutketcers. 


» Twain foldiers are very graceful, > esl 
‘iplis the Tartars have almoft 
saa | 












the Chinefe continue as they alway. 
7 


“LT “I r= 
Tie Cuinese TRAVELLER. 1313 


y foft, effeminate, enemics of labour,. better at 
king an handfome figure at mufter or in a march, 
n at behaving themfelves gallantly in an aétion. 
¢ Tartars begin with heat and briflffiefs, and if theye 
in make their enemies give ground in the beginning, 
hen they can make their advantage of it; otherwife 
they are unable to continue an attack good while, or 
bear up long againft one, efpecially if made in order’ 
i with rigour. The emperor, whom J have had the 
nour to fpeak with, who fays nothing but what is 
proper, as he docs nothing but what is great, gave this 
thort charaéter of them: They are good foldiers when 
oppofed to bad games, but bad when oppofed to good 
ones. > 

‘Tue cighth maxim is concerning their rewards and 
ponithments, Great men who have faithfully ferved 
their country never lofe their reward 5 and becaufe be 
a prince never fo opulent, he can never have enough 
to reward all his fubjects, this defect is made up by 
marké and titles of honour, which are very acceptable 
to the fubjects, and no charge to the prince. 

Tose titles of honour are what they call the feve= 
ral orders of Mandarines. They fay fuch an one is @ 
Mundarine of the firft rank, or the emperor has placed 
fuch an one in the firlt clafs of the Mandarines of the 
fecond rank, and in like manner of others This dig- 
nity, which is merely*honorary, makes them take place 
in affemblies, vifits, and councils, but is no profit to 
them. ‘To make thefe rewardsol greaterextent, which the 
People chufe much fooner than penfions, they are fome= 
times beftowed even upon the dead, who are oft times 
made Mandarines after their funerals, who therefore 
fill fometimes the greateft places of honour amongit the 
nobility when the emperor cannot beltow upom them: 
the meaneft place among the living. ‘They have’ of 
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tentimes at the publick or prince’s charge lofty 


ments raifed for them, and that court which looks a! 
ter the publick expences judges what recompence thi 

sabe paid ro theifliefert. Thefe rewards are oft-tim 
accompanied with elogies in their praife made by tht 
emperor himfelf, which makes them and their famil 
famous to all pofftrity. But the bigh: ft honour is 1 
make them faints, to build them temples, and offe} 
fhem facrifices as to the gods of the country. By thi 
means paganifm bas been mightily fupported by th 
Emperors, aloring themfelves the work of their ow 
hands, and paying worthip and honovr 1» them, whi 
when alive would have been glad to bgprottrase at thei 
own worfhippers fect. 

Tuey reward alf> in private men thofe virtuous ac 
tions which bring no publick advantage to the Aare. 
We read in hifor¥ that temples have been raifed 1 
the memory of fome maids who all their lives kep 
theit chaflity inviolable. And I myfelf hare feen in 
feveral of their towns trophies with honourable inferip- 
tions raifed up for inhabitants of mean rank and de- 
gree, to publith to all the world their wistue and me- 

Te the Chinefe are very liberal in their rewards, 
they are as fevere in their punilhments cven of the 
flighteft faultgs their punifhments are adequate to their! 
demerits. The ufval punithment as the baftinado on) 
the back. © When they receive but forty or filty blows, 
they call this a fatherly correétion. ‘To which as well 
Mandarines as others are subject ; this punithment is 
not accounted very fcandalous, and after it is executed, 
thegriminal mult fall on bis knees before the. pon 
and if able bow three times down to the ground, and 
give him humble thanks for taking thig care of his ¢- 
decations < 
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Yer this punithment is of that violencesthat one 
is enough to fell one that is of a render confti+ 
tion ; and oft-times perfons die of it; it is truethere 
ways of foftening this puni(hment when the execu-—. 
ion of it is in’court. The eafielt is to bribe the exe 
ationers, for there are many of them; becaufe left 
he executioner’s wearinefs fhould leffen the punith= 
iment, after five or fix Mrokes another fucceeds, and fo 
the whole be performed. But when the criminal 
has by money made them his friend, they underftand 
their bufinefs fo well, that notwithftanding all the care’ 
which the Mandarines prefent can ufe, the puni(hment 
becomes light and, almoft nothing. 

Busines this in the courts there are perfons to be hir- 
ed, who keep a good underitanding with the officers. 
Who, upon a fignal given, take the place of the cri~ 
minal, who efcapes among the croud, and receives his 
punithment, For money there are every where thele 
fort of vicarious perfons to be met with. For it is a 
tade at China, where feveral perfons are maintained 
by the blows of the cudgel. 

By fuch a trick as this Yam quam fien, a famous 
perfecutor of chriftianity, efcaped the jult fentence of 
the judges. He engaged a paltry fellow for a large 
fum of money to take upon him his name, and go to 
the court of juftice in his flead. He told him that 
let it come to the worft it was but a good cudgelling, 
and if after that he was imprifoned, there fhould be 
found outa way to redeem him thence. The poor fele 
low went according to agreement, and when the cryer 
called out aloud Yam quam fien, the fellow anfwered 
as loud, Here; his fentence was paffed, and the Mans 
darine condemned him to death. ‘The officers, who 
had been bribed, feized on him immediately, and ace 
cording to cultom gagged hiro ; for after fentence the 
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ee place of execution, where the poor wret 
fuffered a miferable death. 
+) Pue fecond fort of punithment is the Carcan, whi 
differs from the former only in the place where ¢ 
baftinadocs are given: in this they are given the 
minal at one ofthe city gates or in the highway; 
punithment here is not fo fharp, but the infamy is gre 
et; and he who has once undergone this punifhm 
can never more recover his reputation. 
Tuy have feveral different ways of inflicting deat! 
Mean and ignoble perfons have their heads cut off, {¢ 
in China the feparation of the head from the body 
difgraceful. On the contrary, perfons of quality a 
fitangled, which among them is a death of more 
dit; if the crime be very notorious they are punith 
like mean perfons, and fometimes their heads are 
off and hanged on a tree in the highways. 
Resevs and traitors are punifhed with the utmo! 
feverity ; that is to {peak as they do, they cut them i 
to ten thoutand pieces. For, after that the execution 
hath tied them to a poft, he cuts off the fkin all roun 
their forehead, which he tears by force till it hangs 
ver their eyes, that they may not fee the torments the 
are to endure. Afterwards he cuts ther bodies ii 
what places he thinks ft, and when he is tired with dhil 
barbarous employment, he leaves them to the tyrann 
of their enemies, and the infults of the mob. 
Ortew criminals are cruelly whipped till they ex 
pire. Laftly, the torture, which is the crucllet of al 
deaths, is here ufed; and generally the hands and fin 
gers fuffer moft in it. 
Nin tay, they think it good policy to forbid, 
from all trade and commerce, which they cap only 
acfit by letting it alone; all their bufineis lies within 








doors, where find continual employment i: s itt 
education of their children, They neither buy not 
fell; and one fees women fo feldom in the flreets, that 
one would imagine them to be all religioufes- confined, 
toa cloifter. Princefles never fucceed to the crown, 
nor ever have the regency during the young prince's 
minority; and though the emperor may in privite cons 
falt them, it is reckoned mean and ignoble to dovit. 
In which thing the Chinefe feem in my opinion lefe 
reafonable than in others. For wit and forefight is 
equally the portion of the one as of the other fex; and 
a prince is never fo underftanding as when he knows 
how to find our all his treafures wherefoewer nature has 
placed them, nor ever fo prudent as when he makes 
ule ofethem. 

Last vy, their tenth maxim is to encourage trade as 

| much as pofible through the whole empire. All the 

other policy is conducive to the plenty or convenience 
of theig country ; bot this is concerned for the very 
lives of the people, who would be foon reduced to the 
laft extremity if trade thould once fail. It is not the 
people's care only, but the Mandarincs alfo, who put our 
their money to trufty traders to make the beft advan= 
tage of it. By this private way Oufanguey, the little 
king of Chenfi, who brought the Tartars into China, 
made himfelf fo rich and powerful, that he was able 
himfelf to fupport for a long time the war againft the 
emperor. 

Goon order in the inferior governments is as ufeful 
a part of policy to the ftate as any whatever; by thefe 
inferior governments 1 mean thofe of the cities, and of 
the feveral camps. All thefe are fettled in China; for 
from the foundation of that empire rhe fate has thought 
it worth while wp look after even the moft inconfides 
rable things. " 


»* 





exactly what is duc to his own, and to others qualit 
and it was a great furprife to every body to fee 
Gix or feven years ago a pringe of the blood, and a 
Jao engaged in fuch a fort of difpute. The occafion 
it was this; the laws ordain that when a Colao is abo 
ik to a prince of the blood he muft bend tl 
+ but cuflom has laid as ftrong an obligation 
the prince to take him wp immediatly. 
‘Te prince thought that an obliging cuftom thou; 
conftantly prattifed by the royal family on feveral 
,' cafions ‘ought not to prejudice his right by law. 
did therefore give audience to a Colao on his kn 
and never made any motion for him to rife. The 
nilter of {lite in a great confufion to fee himfelf ke 
folong in fo humble a pofture complained of it to th 
emperor, who alembled the council forthwith. The 
looked into the ceremonial to obferve what they, coul 
find that would contribute to the deciding this nov 
cafe, but when they could find nothing therein fervi 
able to that end they were more perplexed than ever. 
Finaucy, the council who were againft innovatior 
judged that the practice ought not to be continued a 
before ; and not freeing the Colaos, from their obliga 
tion of {peaking ro the princes of the blood ‘on 
knees, they thought it requifite alfo that the print 
fhould ufe that civility towards them as not to keep] 
them. in that pofture long. * You cannot,” faid they 
to the Colao, “ honour the princes too much, and you! 
do not do w omit any occafion where you can 
* thew. the refpect you bear them.” * Princes,” added 
the emperor to him who had occafioned this difpute, 
“« are by their own rank fet high enough above the relt 
of mankind, not to need proudly to feck to de~ 
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can want nothing to"make 
“ them honoursble, but temper and modefly. W! 

“ you are denied the refpeét due to you, all the worl 
«* knows you have not what you ought to have; but 
© when you infiit upom egery little mark.of refpeet, ff 
* will make the world begin to enquire whether you 
« deferve it.” Thus borh of them were reprimanded, 
and that no new laws might be made they Jet “- 
be their rule. 

Every thing that belongs to the princes or Manda- 
rines, is pundctually fated; their penfions, their houf= 
es, the number of their fervants, the thape and bignefé 
of their fedans, and the badges of honour by which 
they arc diftinguilhed. So that whea they come into 
publick their quality is prelently known, and the re= 
{pe€t which is due to them with as little trouble paid. 
When the Chinefe governéd the empire, even private 
men wore their marks of diltin€tion; and there was 

ages man but bis degree and rank might be 
ba by the fafhion or colour of bis garb. 

Tue towns have their determinate figure; they 
ought all to be fqpare as far as the ground they are 
built upon will fuifer it; in fuch fore that the gates 
may be fo built as to anfwer the four principal quarters 
of the world, that. is the north, fouth, ealt, and weft. 
The boufes have thorough lights, aud are efteemed ill 
built if their doors do not lic exactly parallel to one of, 
the fides of the town. 

Towns of the feveral orders have different bignefay 
the chief towns are nine or twelve milcs ound, thofe 
of the firft rank are but fx, thofe of the fecond or third 
orders are lefs in proportion, This rulg_neverthelefs 
is not fo univerfal as to admit of no exception, The 
Mrects are lrait, generally laid out by the line, large, 
well Paved, y& very inconvenient; becaule every per- 
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fou Funy gecount wp 2fid down them either 
kor in achair. ‘The houfesare low, ofa 
height. The jealoufy of the hafbands woul: 
gt fuifer that their neighbours houfes fhould be hi 
than their own, left thereby their windows fhould ov 
Jook their court-yards and gardens, 
THe whole town is divided into four parts, an 
an feveral fmaller divifions, each of whic! 
in ten houfes, over every one of which fubdivifior 
an officer prefides, who takes notice of every thin, 
which: paffes in his little ward, tells the Mandarin 
what contentions happen, what extraordinary things, 
[pwhat ftrangers. come thither or go thence. The neigh- 
bourhood is obliged to give mutual affiflance, and in 
cafe of an alarm to lend one another an helping hand, 
for if any theft or robbery be committed in the night, 
the neighbourhood mult contribute towards repairing 
the lof) “Laftly, in every family the father is refpon- 
fible for the diforders and irregularities commitggd ci- 
‘ther by his children or fervants. 

THs gotes of the cities are well looked after, and ¢- 
ven in time of peace are fhut. up at the approach of 
might. In the day time there are guards to examine 
all who come ing if he be a ftranger, if he comes from 
anothef province, or from a neighbouring town, 
they know by his tone, by his mein, or his habit, which 
in every place are fomewhat different. When they 
Obferve any thing extracrdinary or fufpicious, they 
take the perfon up, or inform the Mandarine of it. 

European mifionarics, whofeafpee is infinite- 

7 be from of the Chinefe, are known a 
vas feenyWand thofe who have not the emperor's 
approbation find it very difficult to make a long journey. 

In certain places, as at Peking, as foonasnight comes 
on ‘tie chains acrofs the ftrects; the guards go 
j¢ Wand down the chicf ftrects, and geatds 
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4 
and fentinels are placed here and'there, The horfe 
go the rounds’ upon the fortifications; and wo ‘i 
him who is found then from home. Meetings, 
queraces and balls, and fuch like night works are gogdy 
fay the Chinefe, for nope but thieves and the mob. 
Orderly people ought at that time cither to fit up pro+ 
viding for peppeny: or elfe take their reft, that they 
may be refrefhed, and better able the next day tggenia- 
nage the bufinefs of the family. 

Gamunc is forbidden both to the commonalty and 
gentry. Which neverthelefs hinders not the Chinefe 
trom playing, fometimes even fo long as till they have 
loft all their eftates, their houfes, their ‘thildren an 
their wives, which they fometimes hazard vpon a cards 
for there is no degree of extravagance to which the 
defire of lucre and riches will not carryya Chinefe, 
But befides that it isa diforder which the ‘Tartars, fince 
they became matters of Chiga, have introduced “Amongtt 
théth, they take great heed to conceal their gaming 5 
and by confequencegthe law which forbids it always 
fourithes, and is able to fupprefs great diferders 

"Waar I havefaid concerning wives, that their huf= 
tbands maydell them, or lofe them at play; puts me in 
mind ta give fome acount of the ruléé which their ci- 
vil conftitution gther than their religion has ordained 
coneerning marriages ; thofe who have a mind to mare 

do not, as among us, follow their own fancies in 

ir choice of a wife. ‘They never fee the woman 

y are about to have, but take her pirents word in 
the cafe, or elfe have their ‘mation from fey 
veral old - women are as it infpectoreyy byt 
who are neverthelefs m feewith the wouttin’s friggdsto 
fet her out more than the deferves, fo that it is very 
feldom that they make a truc defcription, or give a jult 
character of hér whom they go to view. 
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‘Tre womga's parents give money generally to thefe 
ge. to oblige them to give a favourable character. 
ic is for-the parents advantage that their daughter 
fhgpld be reputed. handfome, witty, and genteel; bee 
caufe the Chinefe buy their wives, and, as in other 
merchandife, they give more or lefs according to the 
good or bad properties of them. = 
"Wuen the parties are agreed about the price, the 
contraét is made, and the money peid down. Then 
Preparation isemade on both fides for the nuptial fo- 
Jemmities: when the day of marriage is come, they cate 
ry the bride in a fumptuous chair, before which go 
boys, tums and fifes, and after. it follow her pa- 
vents, and other particular friends of her famiky. All 
the postion which the brings, is her marriage garments, 
fome cloath§ and houfhold goods, which her father 
prefentgsher with. The bridegroom ftands at his door 
vichly attired waiting for ber: he himfelf opens the 
fedan, which was clofely fhut, and having condu@ed 
her into a chamber,-delivers her go feveral women im- 
vited Phither for that purpofe, who (pend there the dag, 
together in fealling and fporting, while ghe hufband in 
anotheF room entertains his en and acquaintayce.#) 
‘Tas being te firdttime the bride and bride- 
groom’fee cach other, and both or dite yery often not 
Viking their bargain, it is frequently a day of rejoieing| 
for their gucfts, but of ferrow for themfelves. 
~wpmen muft fubmit though they do riot like, becai 
t inne frrentsshave fold them, but the bufbands fome* 
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opened thi fedan to rective the 
Ea by her thape at@ afpect have dhut the 
chair again, and fent her and her parents and friends 
tback again, willing rather to lofe their money than cm- 
ver + fobada purchafe. . 


i ' ye 
VS 2 






OYWaex the Tartars in the late war took Nanking, 
there happened a paffage which made the Chinefe m 
ty notwithftanding all their misfortunes. Among 

the diforders which the vidtors committed in that pro 
vince, they endeavoured to feize upon all the women 
they could to make money of them. When they took 
the chief city of that province, they carried all the wos 
men thither, and fhut them up higgly piggly together 
in the magazines with other goods. But becaufe there 
were fome of all ages and degrees of beauty, they re« 
folved to put them into facks and carry theay to mar- 
ket, and fo fell them to any one at a venture ugly or 
handfome. There was the fame price fet upon ev 
one, and for fixteen or eightcen thillings take whic 
fack you will without opening wt. After this manner 
the foldiers, who were ever infolent in profperity, a= 
bufed their victory, and approved themfclves more bar= 
barous in the moft polite and civil city in rhe world, 
than they bad been in the deferts of ‘Lartary. 

Avr the day of fale there came buyers enough, Some 
game to recover if haply they could their wives or chil- 
dren who were among thefe women, others were led 
thither through hopes that good fortune and a Jucky 
chance would put a fortune into his hands, In thort 
the novelty of thething broughta great concourfe from * 
‘theadjacent places, An ordinary fellow, who had but ~ 
twelve thillings in the world, gave it and chofe a fack 
as did the reft, and carried it off; when he was gor 
out of the crowd, whether through cufiolity, or a de« 
fire to relieve the perfon in the ‘e who complaineds, 
he could not forbear opening it. "In it he found an 
old woman, whom age, grici, and illptrcatmept had 
Made deformed to the higheit degree; he was fo con- 
foundedly mad at it, that to gratify his paflion and 
rage’ be was going to throw the old woman aud fack 
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both together,into the river, that the: 
we pathon might be fome comfort to him for the lofs 
‘his money. 

TueEw the good old gentlewoman fia to him: Son, 
your lot is not fo bad as you imagine; be of good 
chear, you have made your fortune: take carg only of 
my life, 1 will make yours happier than ever it has 
been yet. Thefe words fomewhat pacified him. Where- 
fore he carried her into a houfe hard by, where fhe told 
him her quality and her ‘eftate, She belonged toa 
Mandarine of note in the neighbourhood, ro whom fhe 
wrote immediately. He fent her an equipage agree- 

(@ble to her quality, and fhe carried her deliverer along 
with her, and afterwards was fo good a friend to him, 
that he never had reafon to complain that he had loft 
the two crowns which he laid out in the puschafing 
her. 

Bor'to return to the Chinefe marriages, I muft fare 
ther tell you, that a hufband may not divorfe his wife, 
excepting for adultery, and a few other occations which 
feldom or never fall outs in thofe cafes they fell thenr 
to whofoever will buy them, and buy another. Per- 
fons of quality never do thus, but common people do 
frequently. If a man has the boldnefs to fell his wile 
without juft reafon, both the buyer “ind feller are fe~ 
verely punithed, yet the husband is not obliged to take 
her again. 

Attuovcn a man be allowed but one wife, he 
tay have as many concubines as he wills all the chil+ 
yeren-have an equal igi to the eftate, becaufe they are 

reckoned as the wives’ children, though they may be 
fome of the coficubines’; they all call the wife mothers 
‘who is indeed fole miftre(s of the houfe; the coneus 
Lines ferve and honour her, and have go manner of 
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Chinefe think it a ftrange thing that the Europe- 
€ not thusallowed the ufe of women, yet they - 
fefs it is a commendable fign of moderationinthem. B 
when we obfervéd to them the troubles, quarrels, cen- 
tentions, and jealoufies which many women mutt needs 
raife in a family, they fay nothing is without fome in- 
convenience and diforder ; but that perhaps there are 
more croffes in having but one, than in having many 
women. The belt way they own is to have none at 
all. nw 
Avtxoven the Chinefe are extremely jealous tothat 
degree that they fuffer not their wives to {peak in *prie 
vate even to their own brethren, much lefs give them™ 
liberty to enjoy all that freedom and public diverfion 
which in Europe is efteemed only gallantry and curio- 
firy : neverthelefs there are hufbands fo very complai- 
fant to their wives as to let them fresly commit adul+ 
tery, which permiilion fome women make the conditi- 
on of their marriage: ‘Thofe who according to fuch a- 
greament follow thefe courfes (as there is a certain fort 
of people who do) have no manner of power to hinder 
debauchees from frequenting their houfes, and -from 
making ill ufe of the eafinefs or unruly paffions of 
fuch women. But fuch families as thefe are abhorred 
by the Chinefe, who think fo ill of them, that their 
children though never fo deferving or intelligent can 
never obtain any degree, or be employed in avy honour 
able office. 

Or all their civil inftitutions there is no one which 
cofls the Chinefe fo much troubles does the ordering® 
of their time, and their holidays. There are in the 
emperor's fervice above an hundred perfons, én pur- 
pole to regulate the kalendar, which they make a-new 
every year, and with a great deal of ceremony fend it 
‘up and down to the vice-roys of cach province. They 
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fegulate the number of months, which is 
twelve, fometinies thirteen, which are lunar. 
‘and ought to agree with the fun’s courfe. In th 
masacgand equinoxes, folflices, and¥the fun’s 
into cach fign is fet down : The eclipfes of the fun’ o 
Moon are there, and the timeswhen vilible at Pekin; 
or any of the principal cities. The planets’ courfes,| 
their places in the ecliptic, their oppofirions, con» 
jonions, and propinguity to any flars are defcribed 
and indeed every thinigfelfe is well calculated, which 
aflronomy }.as that is curious or excellent. They mix 
with this divers points of judicial aftrology, which ig- 
Morance or fuperflition have invented, concerning hap- 
Py or unhappy days, times Proper for marriage, build- 
ing, or undertaking journies. ‘Thefe prejudices ge- 
nerally guide the people; but the emperor, and all 
other men of fenfe are wifer than to mind any fuch 
trifles, 

AxtHouGn there be no public clocks as in Europe, 
the day is neverthelefs divided into four and twenty 
parts, which have all their particular names, and begin 
from.midnight, They tell me that antiently they di- 
vided their day ifto twelve parts, exch of which were 
fubdivided into eight; which made the natural day 
confift of fourfcore and Gxteen, which were exaéily di- 
flinguithed in their calculations. But their fun-dials 
{and they have very antient ones) wese divided into 
four general divifions, each of which contained four 
and twenty little fubdiviGions, which added to the four 
great divifions, divided the whole circle into an hundred 

a 

‘Tris fort of dialling feems verry irregular, nor can 
T fee for what ufe it was intended. Since they have 

the new kalendar from the miffionaries, they 
“have regulated their dials by hours, and reckon their 
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* as we-do; only we mult take hotice that 

two hours they reckon but one, fo that their 
natural day confifts of but twelve hours, the names of 
which diverfly@bmbined with ten other terms which 
they have invented, Make a revolution of fixty,” which 
ferves them inffead of a cycle tgemark their different 
years. I dare not tro you with particular enume- 
rations, which would be tedious, and are in foregoing 
relations fufliciently explained, 

As for the people, they a t very nice herein 5 
they content themfelves with Knowing the time of the 
fun’s rifing and fetting, and noon. In the night they 
make ufe of bells and drums, which are very often, 
founded, and ferve to diftinguill, the might into five 
watches, 

Tue civil government ‘of the Chinefe docs net only 
prefide over.the towns, but extends alfo over the high- 
ways, which they make bandfome and eafily palate. 
‘The paffages for their water are in feveral places fen= 
ced in with fone walls for the convenience of trae 
velling, over which there area it number of bridges, 
which unite the towns and the ficids together, Ca- 
nals are alfo Gut for the water to pals through all the 
towns of the fouthern provinces, to make their ditch= 
es more fecure, and the towns more pleafaot. In low 
and marthy grounds, they throw up prodigious long 
banks, which keep their roads in thofe parts good 5 to 
perform which they ftick ar no colt, cutting a paf= 
fageyeven through mountains when they Rand ja theie 
way. 
The road from Signanfou to Hamptchoum is one of 
the ftrangeft pieces of work in the world. They fay, 
for I myfelf have never yet feen it, that upon the fide 
of fome mouptaina which are perpendicular, and have 
ng thelving, they have fixed large beams into themy, 
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wpon the which beams they have made a fort 

cony without rails, which reaches through 
mountains in that fathion ; thofe who are not ufed to 
thefp {ggt of galleries, travel over theiiflin a geat deal 
of pain, afraid of fome ill accident or other. But the 
people of the place Mite veryshazardous: they have 
mules ufed to thefe fort of roth which travel with a5 
little fear or concern over thefe fteep and hideous pre= 
cipices as they could do in tht belt and plaineft heath. 
T have in other places @pofed myfelf very much by 
following too ra'lily my guides. 

One cannot imagine what care they take to make 
the common roads convenient for paflage. They are 
fourfcore feet broad, or very near it; the foil of them 
is light and foon dry when it has left off raining. In 
fonic pfovinces there are on the right and left hand 
caufeways for the foot paffengers, which are on both 
fides fupported by long rows of trees, and oft-times 
terraffed with a wall of eight or ten feet high on cach 
fide, to keep paffengers out of the fields, Neverthe~ 
lefs thefe walls bave bregks, where roads crofs one an- 
other, and they all terminate at fome great town, 

THERE are feveral wooden machines made like tri- 
umphal arches fet up in the roads about a mile and a 
half diftant from each other, about thirty feet high, 
which have three doors, over which is wrote upon a 
lage frize in charadlers fo large as may be read at al- 
moft Wolf a quarter of a mile diflance, how far it is 
from the town you left, and how far to the tow 
are going to. So that you have no need of guides here, 
for you may by thefe direétions fee what place the 
toad leads to, and from whence you came, how far you 
hbavealready gone, and how far you have yet to go. 

‘Ture great cate which they have taken to lay out all 
‘thele diftances by the linc, makegithe account which 
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WP tovciptions give tobe preity fares yet they are 
not yequal, becaufe the miles in fome provinces are 
Jonger than in others. It has happomed likewife that 
fome of thefearchés being ruined and confumed by bie des 
cay and time, have not been fet up exadtly in the fare 
place; but generally Speaking they ferve for a good 
meafure of the highways, befides that in feveral places 
they are no fmall ornament. 

On one fide of thefe ways about the fame diftance 
are fixed little towers made of earth caft up, on which 
they fet wp the emperor's ftandard ; near it is a lodge 
for foldiers or country militia. Thefe are made ufe 
of in time of rebellion, or indeed at any other time, 
to carry an exprefs if occafion be, or to hand letters 
from one to another; but efpecially to take care to aD 
Lighwaymen and robbers. 

Every man who goes by armed is obliged to give 
an account whence he came, whicher he is going, and 
upon what bufineis, and muft thew his pals. Befidesy , 
thefe guards in cafe of an alarm give a helping hand 
to travellers, and ftop all thofe who are fufpected or 
accufed of robbery. Among the mighty number of 
inhabitants which are in China, a great part of which 
fearce know how to get a fubliftence, a body would i- 
magine that abundance muft need turn thieves; yet 
one may travel there with as great fafety as here, I 
have travelled there fix thoufand miles up and down 
through almoft all the provinces, and was never but 
once in danger of being robbed. Four ftrange horfee 
men followed mea whole day together, but the roads. 
were fo full of travellers up and down that they could 
never get the coaft clear for a quarter of an hour toge~ 
ther, and fo fell hort of their aim. 

Turcin pofls are as well regulated as ours in Europe 


aie, at the exmpcrocigefole charge, who for that end 
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maintains a great number of horfe.- The 

from Peking for the capital cities; the vi 

which as {oon as they have reecived the priate 
court, fend them forthwith by otheg couriers to th 
wai of the fir rank: from whence they are by thet 
governors conveyed to thofe of the fecond rank um 
their jurifdiétion; and from thence they are tranfmit. 
ted to the towns of the third rank. It is true thet 
pofts were not eflablifed for the conveyance of pri- 
vate letters, yet the pofimafters, for a little money 
undertake to carry letters for private men, as they al- 
ways do forthe miffonaries, who find it as fure a way 
as that ufed in Europe, and much lefs chargeable. 

As itis a matter of importance that the emperor's 
orders be quickly tranfmirced, fo it is a great part of 
the Mandarine’s care to fee that the roads be good; 
and the emperor to keep them the more ftriétly to this, 
fpreads a report that he intends thortly to vilit this or 
that province. ‘lhe governors of thefe provinces {pare 
no charge or pains to repair thofe roails, becaufe it not 
only concerns their fortuncr, but fometimes their life, 
if this care be not omitted. 

As Tonce pafled jufl by 2 village of the third rank, 
in the province of Chenfi, they told me that the go- 
vernor had juft banged bimfelf through de/pair left he 
Mhould not have time encugh to repair a road through 
which the emperor was to paft to the capital town. 
‘The emperor neverthelels never went the journey, fo 
that the Mandarine might have faved his life by a little 
‘patience. But yct ali the care which the Chinefe can 
ufe, will never prevent 2 mighty inconvenience which 
happens to thofe who travel in their roads, 

Tne foil of China is mighty light, and very much 

eaten by the vaft multitudes who travel, fome on foot, 


| fome on camels, others in lives, and again others im 
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chiriots, fo that the. roads are perfectly ground into 
very fine powder; when this is raifed bg travellers, 
and carried about by the winds, it is enough to blind 
all paifengers if they have not mafks or veils on them. 
Through thefe clouds you mult continually make your 
way, and fuck them in inftead of air, during whole 
journeys together. When the weather is hot, and the 
wind in one’s face, fcarce any one except a native can 
withitand it: I have fometimes been forced to defitt 
fiom my journey and come back again. 

Bur of all their wholefome infitutions there is no- 
thing which contributes fo much to the keeping up 
peace and order, as does their method of levying the 
emperor's revenue. ‘Lhey are not troubled in China 
with fuch fwarms of officers and commiffioners as we 
are. All the ellates there are meafured, and ail the. 
families regillered , and whatfoever the emperor is to 
have by excife on goods, or tax upon perfons, is pube 
licly known, every body brings im what is duc from 
him, to the Mandarines or governors of the towns of 
the third rank, for there is no particular tecciver ‘ap= 
pointed. Thofe who neglect ta bring in their duss, 
do nor lofe their cllures by coufifcation, which would 
be to punith the inmucent of that family with the 
guilty: but the perfons fo offending fuller imprifone 
ment, and undergo the baflinadoe rill chey have made 
fatisfadion. 

Tress Mandarines of a lower rank, give inan ace 
count of what they reccive to a general officer of the 
province, who accounts with the court of Pckings 
which looks after the public exchequer. A great part 
of the revenue is difburfzd up and down the proviness 
in penfions, falaries, foldiers’ pay, andipublic buildingss 
what is over is carried to Peking, to maintain theemr 
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peror’s court, and other expences in that town, whéte 
the emperor ‘keeps in pay above an hundred and fixty 
thoufand regular troops, to whom, as well as to the 
Mandarines, is given out every day meat, fith, rice, 
peafe, and ftraw, according to every one’s rank, be- 
fides their conftant pay, which they regularly receive. 

Tuar which comes from the foacuetorrioces is 
alone fuficicut to anfwer this expence; this they bring 
by water in the emperor's vefltly: yet they are fo jea- 
Tous left the revenue fhoull fall fhort at any time of 
the difburfements, that in Pekin there are magazines 
of rice before band fuflicienr for three years. Which 
will keep a great while if it be well fanned and mixed, 
and although it looks not fo weil, nor taftes fo pleas 
fantly as new rice, yet itis much more wholefome and 
nourithing. 

‘Tuis numerous army about the emperor, well look- 
ed after, duly paid, and exactly difciplined, one would 
think fhould awe all Adis, yet their idlenefs, and the 
fmall ufe they ever have occafion to make of their wea= 
pons, does contribute to weaken them as much as their 
natural efferiinacy. The weltern Tartars do not value 
their numbers a flraw, and frequently fay in derifion 
of them, thatthe neighing of a Tartary horle is enough 
to rout all the Chinefe cavalry. 

Yur they take all pollible care to have good foldiers, 
for they take no ufficers into the guards, Ull they have 
tiade trial of their ftoutuefs, fkill, and dexterity in mi- 
Ysary affairs. ‘They are regularly examined, fo that 2s 
learned men have their do¢tors to examine them, fo 
thefe have alfo their profeffors. 

‘Tunse officers do regularly exercife their companies, 
they form th wo fquadrons, march them, teach 
them’ to divide their files, co march through marrow 


| pallages, few them co give the onfet, to rally at chai 
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found of or thumpet ; befides they are very 
dexterous F managing their bow, or handling their 
{cimitar : yet foon broke, and by the lealt thing in the 
world put into diforder. The occalion of this Tap- 
prehend to be, becaufe in the education of thyjr youth ‘ 
they never imfil into them principles of honour and 
bravery, as Jo as foon as ever they are big enough 
ro know what weapons are. The Chinefe are always 
talking to their children of graviry, policy, law, and 
government; they always fet books and letters in their 
view, but never a fword into their hands. So that 
having (pent their youthiul days behind the counter, 
or atthe bar, they know no other courage but that of 
defending obftinatcly an ill caufe, and are lifted into 
the foldiery on no other confideration but that they 
hope there will be no occafion for fighting. The Chie 
nefe policy hinders hereby a great many domeltic feuds 
and difturbances : but at the fame time it does expofe 
its fubjects hereby to the infults of foreigners, which 
is ten times worle, 
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'N the™empire of China there are three principal 
L feéts ; the fect of the learned, who flllow the doc- 
trine of the ancient books, and lock upon Confucius 
as their malter; that of the difciples of Lao kien, which 
is nothing buta web of extravagance and impiety 5 and 
that of idolaters, who worlhip a divinity called Fo, 
whofewopinions were tran{latced from the Indies into 
China about thirty two years after our Saviour’s cruci~ 
fizion. 

Tn firlt of thefe feels only make profeffion of be- 
ang regular ftucents, in order to advance themfelvcs 
to the degrees and dignities of the empire en account 
of merit, wit and leaining, proper for the condudt of 
life, and government of the empire. 

Tue fecond has degenerated into a profellion of ma= 
gicand enchantment; forthe difciples of this ct boalt 
of the fecrets of making gold, and of the rendering per= 
fons immortal. 

‘Tue third is nothing bot a heap of fables and fu 
peiftitions brought from the Indices into China, and 
mi ed by the Bronzes, who deceive the people 

_wadgg the appearance of falie piety; they have intro- 
duced the belief of the tranfmigiation of fouls, and 
promife more or lefs happinefs in proportion to the li- 
berality that is thewn to themlelves. 

To give fome notion of thefe different fees I thall 
follow the ayder of time in which they took their rife, 
and aad their condition among the 
people. 

meee is univerfally believed by every pérfon who bap 
he 
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fearched. the origial of an empire fo ancient ae} 
Chips ‘Noah’s fons wore fcartered abroad in the 
a part of Afia; that fome of the defeendants of 
this patriarch penetrated into China about two hundred 
years after the deluge, and laid the foundatign of this 
extenfive empire; that inftrudted by tradition, con, 
cerning the Pandeur and power of the fupreme Being, 
they taught their children, and thrangh them their nu» 
merous polterity, to fear and honour the Almighty 
Creator of the world, and to live agreeable to thedaw 
of nature written in theic hearts. « 

Or this we find teaves in their ancient and’ ¥iluable 
book, which the Chinefe call, by way of eminence, The 
Five Volumes, the canonical or claffical bogks of the 
higheft rank, which they look upon as the fource of all 
their learning aus! morality. « 

Howetven, thefe books are not treatifes of religion 
purpofely made witha deGgn to inftruet the people, for 
they contain only part of their hiflory: The authors 
do not attempt ro prove what they advance, but only 
draw natural confequences from principles already ale 
Jowed, and lay down thefe opinions as fundamental 
truths on which ali the reff are built 

To {peak in general i: appears that the drift of thefe 
claffical books was to maintain peace and tranquillity, 
in the flate by a regulation of manners, and am exact 
obfervation of the laws; for the attsinment of Which. 
the ancient Chinefe judged two things necefiary to ber, 
obferved, viz. the duties of religion, and the rules of « 
good government. 

Tue chief objec of their worthip is the fupreme 
Being, Lord and chief Sovereign of all things, which 
they worfhipped under the name off@hang ti, that ie 
Supreme Enpercry or Tien, which, according to the 
Chinefe, fighifics the fame thing, * ‘Ticn (fay the in~ 
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“ thesfirft caufe;” it is taken alfo for the materi: 
vens, but this depends upon the f{ubject to which it is 
applica + # Chitrefeifay that the father is the Tien of 
the family, the viceroy the Tien of the Province, and 
the emperor the Tien of the kingdom, &c. ‘They like- 
wife pay an adoration, but ina fubordinate manner, to 
inferior {pirits depending on the fupreme Being, which, 
ding to them, prelide over cities, rivers, mounsy 
tains, i. 
ly the beginning of the "monarchy they appli- 
ed themfclyes to altronomy, their defign in the obfer= 
vation o! fars was to be acquainted with their mo- 
tions, and to folve the appearances of the vifible Tien, 
heaven. 

As for their politics, which confifted in the obfer- 
vation of regularity and purity of manners, they redu- 
ced them te this Gmple maxim, viz: That thofe who 
command fhould imitste the conduct of Tien in treat- 
ing their inferiors as their children, and thofe who obey 
ought to look upon their fuperiors as fathers. 

Bur did they regard this Tien, who is the obje& of 
their worfhip, as an intelligent being, lord and creator 
ofheaven and earth, and all things? Is it not likely 
that their vows and homage were addrefled to the vi- 
fible"Mid material heaven, or at leat to a ceteftial e- 
nergy void of underilanding, infeparable from the i- 
dentical matter of heaven? But this 1 fall leave to 
the judgment of the reader, and content myfelf with 
relating what is learnt from the claflical bocks. 
appears from one"of thefe canonical books, called 
king, thatthis Tien, or fir being, the objedt of 
worthip, is the principle of all things, the father 
‘the people, abfolutely independent, almighty, ome 
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| nifci a ‘fecrets of the heart, who 

watt aii of the univerfe, and permits 
nothing to be a€ted contrary to his will; who is holy 
without partiality, a rewarder of virtoe in mankjsd, 
fupremely juft, punifhing wickednefs ifthe mene 
lic nfinner, raifing upand cafting down the kings of 
the earth according to his own pleafure that the pub= 
lic calamities are the notices" Which he fics for the re« 
formation of manners, and that the endsof thefe evils 
followed with mercy and goodnefs; as for i 
when a dreadful florm, made havock with ¢ Ca 
ve(t and the trees, immediately after an illuitrious ine 
nocent is recalled from banifhment, juflified from flan- 
der, and reeftablithed in his former dignity. 

Owe fees there the folemn vows that they*make to 
the fupreme Being for obtaining rain in a Jong drought, 
or for the recovery of a worthy emperor when his life 
is defpaired of ; thefe vows, as hiftory relates, are ge* 
nerally heard, and they acknowledge that it is not the 
effeét of chance that an impious emperor has been 
fteuck with lightning, ‘but that ic is the vifible pue 
nithment of heaven defigned as an example to many 
kind. 

Tae variety of events are attributed only to Tien, 
for they fpeak of him chiefly when vice is pugifhed, 
and when it is not, they fuppofe it one day will, and 
always threaten wicked perfons in profperity##One may 
fee by thefe books that the chief of the nation are ful- 
ly perfuaded that the Tien, by prodigies ur extraord 
nary appearances, gives notice of approaching miferi 
wherewith the ftate is threatened, that men may reform 
their lives as the fureft means of appealing the anger < 
heaven, 

Ir is faid ofthe emperor Tcheou that he ae 
the good thoughts infpired by Tien, that he a 
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t of the prodigies ien-gave notice 

ruin if he did not reform his life: w 
is-mention made of the emperor Kie they fay, 
had changed his conduét after the calamities fent fro 
on Highs heaveli wonld not have depopulated the 
pire: “Phey report that two great emperors, found 
of two powerful dynalties, admired by polterity fi 
‘their rare virtdlis, bad aygreat confli& in their o 
poe: there was a debate upon their alcendi; 

















throne; on theope fide they were folicited by 
7. the empire, “and by the people, and pei 
bay n by private motive ambition hard to 
diftinguilhed from thofe of a moge {pecious fort; o 
the orhpfide they.were with held by the duty and 
delity that a fubject owes to higeprince, though m: 

Wand defervedly bated. 
+ Tuts inward confli€ and uncertainty that trouble: 
their repofe proteeded from the fear of difpleafin 
Chang ti, cither by taking up arms "iis they were ur 
ged, or by refufing to take them up tofree the pecp! 
from the oppreif:on under whieb they groancdy and t 
puta flop toan infinite namber of crimes; by this pro: 
ceeding they acknowledged their dependence to be o: 
a matter who forbids unfaithfulneis, hates tyranny, 
loves the people asa father, and prorecis thofe that ar 

d, 
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Ax wogy all the pages of the canonical books, and 
efpecially of the Chu king, ceafe not to infpire thi 
juft dread as the moft proper curb for the pailions, an 
the moft certain remedy againtt vice. 

Ti wre likewile appears what idea thefe princesought, 
to form of the juftice, holinefs, and gooducls of the fu) 

) preme Lord; im the times of public calamities they) 
‘were not” fatisfied with only addrefiing, their vows to 
ye and offering facrifices, but they applied them- 
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\ felves the imation of their ffcret faulty _ 
whi wn down this punithment from Tien» 
they examined if they were not too expenfive in their 
habits, too delicate at their tables, too magnificent in 
their equipage and in their palaces; alPwhi ee 
folvett to reform. 

One of thefe princes acknowledges fincerely, That 
he had not followed the folitary thoughts infpired by 
Tien: Another reproaches himfelf for negie&t of ap= 
lication to bufinefs, and too much regard for it 
cent amufements, and he lodks upon thele fi ae 
likely to provoke the anger of ‘Tien, and meekly 
acknowledges thefe to be the fource of public calae 
mities. > 

In the canonical book, called Tchun tfiowy mention 

is made of the misfortunes of a prince as fo mang™ 

punifhments of Tien, who to make the chaftifement 

Aill greater rendered him infenfible to his difgrace. 
Tue Chu king {peaks often of a mafter who prefides 

over the government of his dominions, who has am 
abfolute empire over the defigne of mankind, and con- 
duéts them to wife and jult ends, who rewards and 
punithes mankind by other men, without any abridge= 
ment of their liberty. 

‘Tris ‘perfuafion was fo common, that princes, natu> 
rally jealous of their own honour, never attributed 
the foccefs of their government to themfelves, bat r= 
ferred it to the fupreme Lord that governs the uni« 
verfe. 

Atmost from the beginning of the monarchy it 
was appointed that the emperor foon after his exaltati« 
on, thould humble himfelf fo far as to till the earth, and 
that the crop ariing from his cultivation thould be of 
fered in facrifice to Tien: Itis found in Chu king thar 
the fame emperor, of whom I have been fpeakingy have 

? 
) 


Sebi! * 









¢, 
14085 vecaiwiee 


“ing negle€teg this cerem t 
mities to his negligence, 

‘Taene is reprefented in the fame book the wifclt 

ir emperors in a fuppliant pofture before Chang ti 
to ¢ miferies wherewith their defeendants ar 
threatened: An emperor of the fame race 
‘That. his illuftrious anceftors, notwithftanding their ex 
aalefits, could ‘not have governed the em} 
pire, as they have done, without the afliftance of y 
fee minifters that Tien had given them. 
is Mill farther obfervable, that they attribute n 
add Chang ti, which docs not become the fuprem: 
“Lord of the world; they attribute to him power, pro: 
videncéjnowledge, jullice, goodnets, clemency; the 
callihim their father and lord, they honour him wit 
hip and facrifices worthy of the fupreme Being, 
aid by the prattice of every virtues they likewife ai 
firm ‘that all outward adoration muft fail in pleafin, 
Tién, if it does not proceed from the heart, and th 
inward fentiments of the foul. 

Ir is fidin Chu king that Chang ti clearly beholds 
all things, that he fees from the highelt heavens what 
isdone here below, that he makes ufe of our parents 
to beftow upon vs the material part, but rhat he him- 
felf gives an underftanding mind, capable of refleétion,| 
which raifes us above the rank of brutes; that to offer 
an acceptable facrifice, which is not fuflicient for the! 
emperor towhom this fundtion belongs, joins the pricft~ 
hoodto the royal dignity, for it is likewife neceflary 
that he be either upright or penitent, and that before 
the facrifice he fhould expiate his faulrs with fafting 
and rears, that we cannot fathom the depths of his de- 
‘and counfels, and yer we ought not to believe 

‘he is too exalted to attend to what ic done below 5 

mated ieee all our adtions, and thar he 
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has fe oft sila in dir own coniccnces whereby 


have always thought themfelves chicf= 
ly obliged to obferve theyprimitive rites, the folemn 
funétions of which belong tothem alone, as hi 
nation: Thus they are emperors to govern, matters to 
teach, priefts to facrifice, and all this tothe end that 
the imperial majefty being humbled in the prefe of 
his court, in the facrifices that he offers in the name 
of the empire to the Lord of the univerfe, the majetty 
ofthe fupreme Being thould fill thine more refplen« 
dent, and that by this means no carthly fplendor might 
be thought to equal his. 

Fo hi, who is fuppofed to be contemporary with Pha- 
leg, was one of the heads @f the colony which cameto 
fertlg in this part of the Eaft, and who is acknowledg= 
eto be the founder of the Chincfe monarchy; he had 
nothing more at heart than to give public marks of a 
religions veneration for the fupreme Being; he kept 
in a domeftic park fix forts of animals to ferve as vic~ 
tims in his facrifices, which he folemnly offered twice 
a year at the two folftices, at which time the tribunals 
left off bufinefs, and the fhops were fhut up, nor was 
it permitted on thefe days to undertake any long jours 
ney} they were to think of nothing elfe but joining 
with the prince to honour Chang ti: The book intite 
led Li ki, calls thefe folemnities the feftivals of grati« 
tude to Tien. 

Cin nong, who fucceeded Fo hi, was not content 
with thefe two facrifices alone, he appointed two others: 
at the equinoxes, that in the {pring to implore a blef+ 
fing on the fruit of the earth, that in the autuma afcer 
the harveft was over, to offer the firft fruits to Chang 
ti; and as Fo hj had fed Gx forts of animals for facri« 
fice, Chin nong, through a prudent emalstion, culti~’ 
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vated: the fields with his owh 
corn and the fruit at the fame facrifices. s 

Hoanc ti, who afcended the throne afeer"the d 
of Chin nong, had greateryeal than his predeceffor 
for “Saaging left bad weather thould hinder him f 
making the ufual facrifices in the open air, he bu’ 
a es temple, that facrifices might be offered 


ns, and the people inftrudted in the princi 
















dutics. 
Tue empref Loui tfou, wife of Hoang ti, took w 
‘on her the care of nourifhing filkworms, and maki. 
Gilke fit for ornaments on thefe folemn occafions : Witl 
out the fouth gate was inclofed a large quantity of 
sable land, from whence were gathered corn, rice a 
ome: fruits deligned for facrifce; and without 
th gate wat apother great inclofure full of mul 
ry-trees, wherein were nourifhed abundance of fil 
worms; the fame day that the empcror went, £ 
the ground with the principal courtiers, the princ 
went to herimulberry-grove with the ladies of her cou 
animating them by her example to make filks and ¢1 
broidery, which the fet apart for religious ufes. 
Tus empire becoming eléétive, none were raifed 
the throne but the fons of kings diflinguifhed for the} 
wifdom, or wife men who were aflociates in the g 
yernment; the choice never fell but upon fuch as pe 
formed the duties of religion with veneration: Ir is a! 
honour to the throne, as it is written in Chu kin 
that he whom Chang ti choofes to govern mankin( 
Mhould reprefent his virtuesupon earth, and be his mof 
perfect image. , | 
‘Tuis motive alone caufed Hoang ti to confent tha 
his fon fhould be fucceffur with the title of Chao haa 
‘that is of young Fo hi, becaufe fromhis youth hehad bees 
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ihe feichlibicnilllor ‘of the virtues Of the eft founder 
}of the empire, Tai hao fo hi. 
« Tue Tequel made it appear that ghey were not de= 
pecived in their choice; Merve the pomp and fo- 
Iemnity of the facrifice offered to Chang ti by pastfffo- 
nious concerts of muGic; bif reign was peaceable and 
ict except the laft part, which was difturbed by the 
Ricic of nine tributary princes, who endear 
to unhinge the religious worlhip and the government 
ofthe tate, by dettroying that regular“@bordination e+ 
ftablithed by the fir kings. 
To the feae of Chang ti they were defirous of fub- 
fituting the fear of fpirits, and fo had rec ae to mas 
gc and enchantments; they pretended to difturb hou- 
fes with malignant fpi and terrified the le 
with their detatGonk THE poopie afiembling rip 
temple on the folemn pr that the empcror fac;iffced, 
ae refound with their clamours, tumultuoufly re- 
quiring that facrifice fhuuld likewife be offered to thefe 
{pirits. o 

Tue next emperor begansby extirpating-the race of 
the nine enchanters, who were the principal authors 
of the tumult; he uppedf€d the minds of the people, 
and re-eftablithed order if the facrificese 

Havine refle@ed on the inconveniencesof afleme 
bling an adtive murmuring pcople in the fame plage 
where the egperor factificed, he feparated the place of 
inflru€tion from that offacrifices, and eftablithed two 
grear Mandarinesas prefidents, chooliug them from a- 
mong the fons-of the dec emperor, oné of whom 
was tg look after the ceremonial, and the éther took 
care of the inftrudtions of the people. 

He likewife regulated the choice of the vidtims, 
and took care that they fhould not be lame or defet= 
tive, that they fthould be of the fame rt of animals 
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appointed by Fo hi, as likewife 
Jour agreeable to the four feafons wherein 
Gaver eels js werd be gua alg 









fize. 

etn 3 nephew of ren hio, was raifed to th 

throne by the fulfrages oftfill degrees in ghe kingdo; 
he did.notapply lef than bis uncle to the worthi 
1% ti, and to the religious obfervation of rhe c 
vemonies: It is faid in the annals of this prince th 
the emprefs Yu@l kiang, who was barren, accompan| 
ing the emperor toa folemn facrifice, prayed to Chan, 
ti for childremywith fo much fervency that the conceiv! 
ed “almoft at the fame time, and ren months afte 
Drought into the world a fon called Heou the, who w 
ogenitor of 2 gloriouggofterity, and famous fo: 
t number of emperorfpewhich his family yielde 

to China, . 

Taunt is room for wonder that fo prudent a pgince 
agiDi ko did not choofe for fucceflor neither hifi: 
culous inianty nor Yao, which he had by his fecond 
queen, nor-Ki lic fon of the third queen, and that he 
fthould prefer to thefe young princes, already fo worthy 
omaccount of theig virtues, Wis other fon named Tchi, 
whom he had by his fourth q@een, in whom there was 
no qualityavorthy of the throne; but he did nog reign 

long. 

It is faid in the book, intitled Chang kicn, that the 
providence of Chang ti watched over the welfare of the 
ftate, and that by his appointment the unanimous fuf- 
firages of the peopl this wicked prince, to place 
the virtuous Yao in bis rogm, who joined the quality 
Of legiflator to that of emperor, aad became a psitern 
for all {ucceeding princes. 

* Tw the Gixticth year of his reign the people being 
greatly multiplicd, and the beautiful plains quite co- 
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fappofed by fome to be the remain= 
of the tniverfal deluge, the great Yu applied him- 

























ple. 

Nine years after this great emperor thought of tak- 
Ing an affociate in the empire, and appoint him to be 
is fuccefior. ** I perceive no merit in my nineMfOns, 
« faid he to his miniilers, and therelore find out a man, 
* no matter of what family, provided he is truly wile 
«and fteadily virroous.” 

Taser mentioned to him a young man who lived in 
he country, called Chun, who had been ill uféd by his 
arents and relations, and bore their injurious treate 
ent with mildnefs and patience, and this magyhe 
mperor approved of. 

Wuen he was in pofieflion of the throne he applicd 
imfelf firft of all to pay his folemn homage to Chang 
» after which he enacted wile laws, on which theigo- 
ernment of the empire is founded ; besereated Man 
jarines, and gave excellent precepts upon the five prin= 
ipal duties of the king and the fubject, father and 
bildren, husband and wife, elder and younger, and of 
iends among themfelves; infomuch that, from the 
reateft to the fmalleft, every one immedigtely knew 
hether he ought to command or obcy. 

His example gave great weight to his precepts, for 
hemall perfons faw his reipeétful fubmiffion to Yao, 
hom be looked upon.as his father and mafter, they 
ere all inchimed to put im execution fuch wile inthie 
jutions. J 

Yao died twenty-eight years after the adoption of 
‘bun, and the forrow for the lofs of fo great a prince 
s univerfals Chun now reigning alone, divided tht 
among {éveral wile men of known capacity, afe 
Vou. I. G 
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ter the example of Yao: he chole no fibeestottin iis 
own family, but appointed the fage Yu, bie 24 the 
general approbation. 

Yu the Great did not forget a duty which he be- 
Hiev@énetg be of the higheft nature, for the worlhip of 
Chang ti was never more obferved than in his reign; 
he even attempted to prevent the negligence which 
migh€ cool the zeal of pofterity, for which reafon be 
efMablithed Mandarines at court, and in the provinces, 
as fo many fages, whofe bufinefs was to reprefent to 
the emperors their obligation to worthij Chang ti, 
and to .give them, when it was neceflary, ufcful in- 
ftruétions concerning the practice of the nine royal 
virtues. 

the reign of Tching tang feven years’ famine 
having reduced the people to the greatelt mifery, the 
emperor had offered feveral facrifices to appeafe the 
wrath of heaven without fuccefs, he therefore refulved 
to offer himfelf as a vidlim to appeafe the anger of 
Tien ; he divefted himfelt of his imperial enfigns, and 
went with the grandecs of the court to a mountain 
fome diftance from the city, where with a bare head 
and naked feet, inthe pofture of a criminal, be pro- 
firated him(clf nine times before the fupreme Lord of 
the univerfe. 

* Loxn (faid he) all the facrifices that I have offer- 
“© ed to implore thy clemency have been in vain, and 
therefore it is doubtlefs 1 myfelf that have drawn 
“ down fo many miferies on my people: Dare 1 afk 
“towhat my fault is? Is itthe magnificence of my pa- 
** lace, the delicacies of my table, or is it the number 
of my concubines, which however the laws allow 
me? Lam defirous of repairing all thefe faults by 
% modefty, frugality and temperance 5 if this is 

. © pot fuflicicat I offer myfelf a victim to jultice, let 
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« melt pallies, but my pzople fpared; I thall be 
contented that the thunderbolt be aimed ar my. 
head, if at the fame time the rain falls upon the 
« plains, that there may be a remedy for tees 
of the empire.” His prayers were heard) the ir 
was darkened with clouds, reire(hing thowers watered 
the earth, and afterwards produced « plentiful hatveft. 

From thefe inftances it appears that, from the foun= 
dation of the empire by Fo hi, the fupreme Being.was 
commonly known by the name of Chang ti and Tien, 
who was the obje&t of public worthip, and as it were 
the foul and primum mobile of the government of the 
nation ; that the fupreme Being was feared, honoured, 
reverenced, and this not only by the people, but by 
the grandees of the empire, and the emperors them: 
felves; and it will be fufficient to fay that, accorde 
ing to the aflertions of the canonical books, the Chi- 
nefe nation for the fpace of two thoufand years ace 
knowledged, reverenced, and honoured with facri+ 
fices a fupreme Being, and fovereign Lord of the ue 
niverfe. 

Tr the ancient teachers of the Chinefe doétrine are 
compared with the heathen fages, there will appewr a 
great difference between them, for the latter only 
taught virtue to give themfelves a fuperiocity over the 
reft of mankind; befides they dogmatized in fo haugh- 
ty and oftentatious a manner, that it was plain they 
fought lefs the difcovery of truth than to difplay their 
own talents; while on the other hand the teachers of 
the doétrine, inculcated in the canonical books, were 
emperors and prime minifters, whole virtue gave great 
weight to their inftructions, who obferved them{cives 
the fame laws which they impofed upon others, and 
conveyed thein moral doétrine without the fubtilties 
and fophifms fo commonly ufed by others. 

Gi 
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Sati be doubtlefs an injury to oi, a 
nefe, who followed the law of nature, which they re- 
ceived from their fathers, to tax them with irreligion, 
Peace had not a knowledge of the Divinity fo 
clear and “diftinét as the Chriftian world; this would 
be to require too much of thefe people, who cnuld 
oe gina as we are, with the precepts of the 
golf . _ 


Ir istrue that though the canonical books often ex- 
hort men to fear Tien, and though they place the fouls 
of virtuous men near Chang ti, yet it does not appear 
that they have fpoken clearly of the panifiments in 
the life to come; in Jike manner though they affirm 
that the fupreme Bejing created all things, yet they 
have"not treated it fo diflinétly as to judge whether 
they mean a true creation, a produétion of all things 
out of nothing ; but though they are filent with rela- 
tion to this, they have not affirmed it to be a thing 
impoffible, nor, like certain Greek philofophers, affert 
that the matter of the univerfe is eternal. 

Tuoucn we likewife donot find that they have 
treated explicitly concerning the ftate of the foul, but 
have only confufed notions relating to this matter, yet 
it cannot be doubted but they believe that fouls exit 
when the body ceafes to a; and they alfo belicve the 
certainty of apparitions, of which that related by Confu- 
cius is an inftance. 

Tus philofopher declared to his moft familiar dif-- 
ciples, that for feveral years he bad feen in a dream the 
celebrated Tcheo kong, fon of Ven vang, to whom the 
emipie. was indebted for fo many excellent inftrudi- 
‘ona; and it is obfervable that the learned chu ki, 6 
famous under the dynalty of Song, being afked if Con- 
fucius fpoke of a dream or a true apparition, anfwered 
without hefitation, That he meant a true apparition; 


oot 2 ae eee 





Se Traverier 
however, fs asso an been dead Gx hundred years 


when he a fucius. 

‘Vaart which sates contributed greatly to ‘the prefers 
vation of the religion of the early ages in China is, that 
there bas*been a fupreme tribunal eltablifhegwfth full 
authority to condemn or fupprefs any fuperftition that 
may arife, which is called The tribunal of rites. 

fais precaution of the Chincle would have been 
ual, if the mind of man was not fo narrow and li- 
able to be feduced; the Arongelt dykes, being only the 
work of men, cannot refit very violent inundations; 
hut the reafon why the body of philofophers in Chiaa 
have been idolaters contrary to their own coniciences, 
is through fear ofa people who were in love with idols, 
and had too much the afcendant in public affairs, in- 
fomuch that the antient doctrine of the Chinefe has 
found the tribunal that 1 jaft mentioned its only fips 
pert, and throvgh the affiitance of iss decrees has Tull 
continued the prevailing fea. 

Waarever veneration the Chinefe nation bas had 
for ith greate® emperurs, is has acter d adoration to 
any but the fupreme Being; and th gh ir has difea- 
vered eftzem and veneration for the memory of great 
men, who have diflingsifhed themflves 
tues and fervices, it ba rather «helen 19 p: 
memory by tablets than by ftatues 

However, the troubles which teppened in the eme 
pire, the civil wars which divided it, and the corrup> 
tion of manners, which became almoft genera!, were 
very like to have fupprefled the antient doctrine, had 
not Confucius revived it by giving fiefh reputation to 
the antient books, efpecially to the Chu king, which 
he propofed as an exaét rule of manners. 

Lhave already fpoken of the reputation acquired bs 
this philofopher, who is Mill looked vpon as the chief 
G3 
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doctor of the empire, and yet in his time arofethe fect 
“of Tao fed. * * 

Tut author of this feé came into the world about 
two years before Confucius, and the doétrine that he 
faughe was agreeable on account of its novelty, and 
however &3 Extravagant it might appear to reafonable men, 
yet it was countenanced by fome of the emperors, 
and-a great number of other perfons, which eaves qe. 
putation, 


Of the Sel of the Tao ssE& 


AO KIUN is the name of the philofopher who 
gave rife to this new fed, and if you credit his 
difciples, his birch was very extraordinary, he not com- 
ing into the world till forty years after his concepti- 
on: His books are {till extant, but, as it is fuppofed, 
much difguited hy his followers, though there fiill re- 
main maxins and fentiments worthy of a philofophes, 
upon moral virtue, the avoiding honours, the contempt 
of riches, and the happy folicitude of a foul who rai 
ing itfelf above terrcfuial things, believes that it has a 
fufficiency in itlelf. 

AmonG the fentences there is one that is often 
repeated, efpecially when he fpeaks of the production 
ofthe world: * Tao (fays he) or Reafon, hath produ- 

" * ced one, one hath produced two, two have produ- 
“ ced three, and three have produced all things.” 

‘Tue morality of this philofopher and bis difciples 
is not unlike that of the Epicureans; it confilts in a- 
yoiding vehement defires and paflions capable of di- 
furbing the peace and tranquillity of the foul; and, 
according to them, the attention of every wile man 
ought to be, to pals bis life free from dolicitude and 
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uneafidels, and to this end never to reflegt on what is 
pat, nor to be anxious of fearching into futurity. 

‘Tay affirm that to give one’s {elf up to ruffling care, 
to be bufied about great projects, to follow tht dictates 
of ambition, avarice, and other paflions, is t6 labour 
more for potterity than ourfelves, and that it is mad- 
nels to purchafe the happinefs of others at the expence 
of qurown repofe and pleafure; that with refpeét to 
our own happinefs our purfuirs after it fhould be mo- 
derate, and our defires not too violent, becaufe what- 
ever we “look upon as our happinefs ceafes to be fo 
if it is accompanied with trouble, diftalte, or inquie~ 
tude, and if the peace of the foul is never fo little di+ 
flurbed. ’ 

For this reafon thofe who belong to this fect aife& 
acalm which fufpends, as they fay, all the functions 
ofthe foul; and as this tranquillity muft needs be di- 
flurbed by the thoughts of death, they boxt of ine 
weriting a liquor that has the power of rendering them 
immortal: They are addied to chymiltry and fearch 
after the philofopher’s ftone; they are likewife fond of 
magic, and are perfuaded that by the aflillance of the 
demons they invoke they can fucceed in their de= 
fives. 

Tue hope of avoiding death prevailed upon a great 
number of the Mandarines to ftudy this diabolical art 5 
the women efpecially being naturally curious, and ex- 
ceeding fond of life, purfued thefe extravagancies 
with eagernefs; at length certain credulous and fuper- 
Ritious emperors brought this impious doétrine in 
vogue, and greatly multiplied the number of its fol- 
lowers. 

Tue emperor Tin chi hoang ti, an inveterate enc- 
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A pe impoftors that they had a@tually found the Tiquor 
of immortality, which was called Tchang feng yo. 

Vow ti, the fixth emperor of the dynafly of Han, 
‘was wholly addiéted to the ftudy of magical books un- 
der a leider of this fect; a great’ number of thefe pre- 
tended do€tors flocked to court at this time, who were 
famous-for the magic acts, and this prince loing one 
f his queens that he doated on to diftraétion, and’ be- 
‘ing inconfolable for her !ofs, one of thefe impoftors, 
by his inchantments, cauled the deceafed queen to ap- 
pear before the emperor, at which he was fufprifed and 
terrified, and by this means more ftrongly attached to 
the impictics of this fect: He feveral times drank the 
Tiquor of immortality, but at laft perceived that he was 
6 mortal as ever, and being ready to expire, lamented 
too late his fond credulity. 

‘Tue pew fee fulfered no prejudice on account of 
the emytror’s death, for it found protectors among the 
Princes of the fame dynafty; two of their moft famous 
do®tors were authorifed to propagate the worthip paid 
to avdemon in a great number of temples already ereét- 
ed through the empire; thefe falfe doors diftribured 
fh all places the fmall images that reprefented the 

* croud of fpirits and men that they had ranked among 
their gods, and fold them ac a high price. 

"Luts feperitition increafed in fuch a manner, under 
the emperors of the dynally of Tang, that they gave 
‘the miniflers of this feé the honourable title of Tien 
Hee, ‘that is, Heavenly Doctors; the founder of this 
line eredted a fuperb temple'to Lao kivn, and Hiven 
wfong, the fixth emperor of the fame dynalty, caufed 
bis ftatue to be carried in a pompous manner into the 
palace. 

‘Tue facceffors of the head of this fe ere always bo- 
noured with the dignity of chief Mandarines, aad they 
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they bave.a magnificent palace: A great | 
peuple flock thither from the neighbouring provinces 





to get proper remedies for their difeafes, or to deat 
their deftiny, and what is to happen in the remainder’ 
of their lives, when they receive of the Tien Meda 
billet fillg@ewith magical charadters, and go away well, 
fatishied, ut complaining of the fum they pay for® 
this fingular favour. 

Bor it was chiefly under the government of the: 
Song that the doctors of this feét were greatly Arength= | 
ened; [chin tfong the third emperor of this dynaly 
was ridiculou(ly Led away with their tricks and forges 
rieas thele impoltoss, during a dark night, had bung 
up a book on the principal gare of th perial, city, . 
filled with chara@ters and magical forms of invoking de- » 
mons, and gave out that this book was fallen from 
heaven; the credulous prince, with great veneration, . 
went on foot to fetch it, and after receiving it with 
deep humility, carried it triumphantly into the palaces 
and enclofed it in a gold box, where it was carefully 
preferved.. 

‘Tuese Tao f-é were the perfons who introduged | 
into the empire the multitude of fpirits till then ums 
known, whom they revered as deities independent of 
the fupreme Being, and to whom they gave the name + 
of Chang ti; they even deified fome of the anticat kingsty * 
and paid them divine homage. 

‘Tus abon,inable fect in time became ftill more fore 
thidable by the protection of the princes, and by the = 
patiions of the grandees, whom it flatered, and by the =) 
ampreflions of wonder or terror that it inade upow the = 
sminds of the people. 

‘Lae compacts of their miniters with demons, the- 
Gyprtich skey caft,. the furprifing tebe oh sealer 
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“thefe impoftors are generally called to heal difeafes, and 
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Bical arts infatuated the minds of the multitude, and 
they are fill extcemely prejudiced in their favour 






drive away demons. 

Tue dacrifice to this fpirit of darknefs three fc 
of viétims, a hog, a 6th, anda bird; they drive a) 
flake in the earth as a fort of charm, andiitrace upon 
Paper odd fort of figures, accompanying the fttoke 
of their pencil with horrible grimaces and frightful 
‘erice. 
| Sometimes a great namber of profligate fellows 
are fold to thefe minifters of imquity, who follow the. 
trade of divination ; though they never have feen the 
perion before who confults them, they tcll his name and 
‘all the cireumftances of bis family, where his houfe 
fiands, how many children he has, their names and 
age, and a bundred other particulars which are flrange- 
dy furprifing to weak aud ercdulous minds, fuch as the 
Miulgar are among the Chincfe, 

» Soar of thele conjurers, after they have made their 
(voeations, caule the figures of the chiet of their feet, 
and their idols to appear in the air; tormerly they 
make a pencil write of itfelf without any body 

jing it, and that which was written upon paper 

or farid, was the anfwer which they defired, or che they 
would: caute all the people of the houfe pais in review 
fm iaplarge vellel of watcr, and there they thew the 
that fhall happ:n im the empire, and the ima- 

pinary dignitics t0 which they fhall be raifed who em- 
Drace their fc; in fhort they pronounce mylteriogs. 
words without meaning, and place charms in houfes 
atid on men’s perfons: Nothing being more common 
phere to hear thefe fort of ftories, it is very likely that 
greatelt part are only illuGons, but it is not cre- 
Ub thould be fo, for there arin craig, 
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sy celts that ought'to: be attributed ta the Saakae 
demons. 

‘Tue thinking people among the Chinefe laugh at 
thefe {tories as fo many. fictions. 


Of the Sef of Fo, or Fo: 


OR ¢ of two hundred and feventy yeats. 

the emperors of the dynafty of Han poffefled the 

imperial throne, and about fixty-five years from the 

birth of Chrift the emperor Ming ti introduced a new 

fe€ into China ftill more dangerous than the formery 
and has made a much more rapid progrefs. 

‘Tuts prince happened to dream one night, and a 
mong other things there occurred to his mind a fen= 
tence which Confucius often repeated, viz. That 
* the Molt Holy was to be found in the Weft ;” up- 
on this he fent ambaffadors into the Indies to difcover 
who this faint was, and to feck for the truc law which 
he there taught; the ambafladors foppofed theyhad 
found him among the worlhippers of the Idol Fo or 
Fo, and they tranfported this idol into Chinayeand 
with it the fables wherewith the Indian bool 
filled. 2 

‘Tests contagion, which began in the courty foon + 
got ground in the provinces, and has fpread throughull 
the empire, wherein magic and impiety hadageser’ 
made too great havoc. 

I+ is hard to fay in what-part of the Indico ‘hs idol? 
‘was, and if the extraordinary things that its difciples | 
relate of.it are not fo many fables purpofely invented, 
‘one would be spt to believe, with Se. Francie Xavier, . 





‘that he was,rather a demon ordinarymams 
_ Tuer relate that he was that part of the Ta~ 
Chinefe call Chong tien cho, . thar bis « 
G.6. 


_ born; when the ived the almoft conftantly dream- 
‘ed that the had fwallowed an elephant, and hence a- 
Fife the honours that the kings of the Indies pay to 
white elephants, and often make war to poffefion 
of this animal, : 
pHaxpiy (fay they) was this monfter ted from 
Sis Brother, but he Rood upright and walked feven pa- 
Ges, pointing with onc hand to the heaven, and the o» 
ther to the earth 5. nay he likewife fpoke and pronoun- 
seed diftinAly thefe following words, * There is none 
but myfelf in the heaven or on the carth that ought 
© to be adored.” 
|) evr the age of feventeen he married three wives, and 
vdhad a fon called by the Chinefe Mo heow los at the 
Hineteen he forfook his wives, and all earthly 
Ro retire into a folitary place, and put himéelf 
ler the guidance of four philofophers called bythe 
Joghis at thirty be was wholly inipired by the 
“divinity, and became Fo or pagod, as the Indians call 
looking upon himlelf ar a god; he then applied 
wholly to propagate his doétrines, the devil 
5 helping him our at a dead lilt, for by his affif- 
jhe did the moft wonderful things, and by the no- 
| Wvelty of his miracles filled the people with dread, and 
ts jhimfelf great vencration ; the Chinefe have 
‘ thefe prodigies in feveral large volumes, and 
\ ated them in feveral curs. 
“ seolbe is (carcely credible bow many'difciples this chi= 
merical go! gained, for they reckon eighty thoufand 
; Were bofy in infecting all the Eaft with impious 


(emer the cb i] them Ho chang. the Tartars, 
Pr ete Japanefe, or ra~ 
other the Europeans, ‘Nong i great age 
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Ber of difeiples there were ten of greater <<a 
to rank and dignity, who publi ithed five thoufand 
lumcs in honour of their matter. 

However this new god found himfelf mortal as» 
well as the reft of mankind, for at the age of feventy= 


nine the ets of his body gave liim notice of his 
appreachit and then to crown all his impicties 


he broache! venom of athcifm. 

He declared to bis difciples that till that moment 
he had made ufe of nothing but parables, that his ifs 
courfes were fo many eriigmas, and that for more than: 
forty years he had concealed the truth under figurative 
and metaphorical expreflions, but being about to leave 
them he would communicate his truc fentiments, and 
reveal the myftery of his do@trine: “ Learn then (faith 
“ he to them) thar the principle of all things is emp) 
“ tincis and nothing ; from nothing all things proceeds” 
“ed, and into nothing all will return, and that is the 
“end of all our hepes;” but bis difciples adhered én=" 
ly to his firit words, and their doétrine is diretly ope 
polite to atheifm. 


However, the lait words of this impoftor Iai 
foundation of that celebrated diltinétion, which i 
in his do@trine into exterior and interior, of whi 


{hath fpeak hereafter: His difciples did not fail todife 
perfe a great number of fables after hiv death, and cas — 
Gly periuaded a Gimple and credulous people th ; 
matter had been born eight ee a 

foul had fvccelhvely pated throogh different animals, 
Bid chat he tad appeared in the figure of an ape; it 


dragon, an clephant, &e. 
‘Tass was plainly donewith a-defign vo habla dha” 


worthip of this pretended ged wi ns inh 
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“were worthipped in feveral places ; the Chinefe 
felves built fev mples to-all forts of idols, and th 
multiplied exceedingly throughout the empire. 
| Amon the great number of difciples that this chi. 
Merical deity made, there was one more dear to hi 
than all the reft, to whom he trufted bi 
erets; and charged him more fd 
bis do€rine; he was called Moo kia y 
ded bim not to amufe himfelf with bringing proof 
and tedious arguments to fupport his doctrine, but t 
put, in a plain manner, at the head of his works whic 
he fhould publith, thefe words, “It is thus that I hay 
 Jearned.” 
Tuts Fo fpeaks, in one of his books, of a mafte| 
_ More ancient than him(elf, called by the Chinefe, O 
“40, whom the Japanefe, by corruption of the languag 
ae termed Amida; it was in the kingdom of Beng 
this other menfler appeared, and the bonzes pr 
Baba that the attained to {ach great fanétity, and hal 
fuch great merit, that it is fufficient at prefent to i 
yoke him to obtain pardon for the greateft of crimes 
this account the Chinefe of this fect are heard co: 
ly to pronounce theie two names, O mi to, F. 
think that the invecation of thefe pretended dei 
purifies them im fuch a manner that they may a! 
is give a loofe to all their paflons, being pe 
but-an invocatic! | 
te th ‘enormous crimes. 
lak is of Fo, when he wes dying, 
“fife 10 a fet of atheifts, bur the greateit part of | 
bonzes could not lay afide the prejudices of their edu 
* ention, and fo perfeveréd in the firi errors their ma 
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trine, andthe other the interior; the fist was more 
fuitable to the capacity of the and ‘prepared 
their minds to receive the fecond, which was fuitable 
to none but elevated minds, and the better to convey 
their thoughts they made vfe of the follofing ex- 
ample: 

luge: doétrine, fay they, is with relation to 
the interior What the frame is with refpect to the arch 
that is built upon its for the frame is only neceifuy 
to tupport the {tones while the arch is building, but 
as (oon as it is finilhed it becomes ufelefs, and they 
take at to pieces; inthe fame manner the exterior dogs” 
teime is laid afide as foon as the interior is embraced. 

Wuar then is the exterior dotrine which contains 
the principles of the morality ef rhe bonzes, which 
they are very careful to inforce? Vhey fay there is great 
difference between good and evil; that after death 
there will be rewards for thofe that have done well, 
and punithments for thofe that have done evil; that 
there are places appointed for the fouls of both, wheres 
in they are fixes! according to their defert; that the god * 
Fo. was born to fave mankind, and to direct thofe 
the way of falvation who had frayed from it ; ‘neg 
was he who expiated their fins, and procured th 
a bappy birth in the other world; and there are five 
precepts to be obferved, the firft is, not to kill any live 
ing creature; the fecond is, not to take what 
to others 5 the third prohibits impugigys the fou ‘ 
ing and the fifth drinking of wi ? 

Bur efpccially they mult not be wanting to certain 
charitable works which they prefcribe = Ufe the bonzes 5 
well, fay they, and furnith them with the neceffaries 
of life; build their monafteries a that ba 
“their prayer¢. aed) the penartices 
Tt. you may be freed toa te 

















of your ions burn gilt and filver papers and gar- 
ments made of and this in the other world thall 
be changed into.gold, filver, and real habits: By this 
“means your dépurted relanons will want nothing that 
is neceffary, and will have wherewith to reconcile the 
eighteen j0ardians of the infernal re; pwho would 
Be inexorable withour thefe bribes, you fieglk& 
thefe commands you muft expeéb nothing after death 
bur to become a prey to the moft cruel torments, and 
gyour'foul, by a jong tucceflion of tranfmigrations, fhall 
spols into the vileft animals, and you thall appear again 
‘in the form of a mule, a horfe, a dog, a rat, or fame 
other creature {till more contemptible. 
~ © Sr is bard to conceive what an influence the dread 
“Vof thefe-chimeras has over the minds of the credulous 
jgpoefupertticious Chinefe ; this will appear in a better 
Might from a Rory that was related by F. le Comptes 
and which happened to himfelf when he lived in the 
oprovince of Chen fi, 
| Tuer called me one day to baptize a fick perfon, 
Wit who was an old man of feventy, and lived upon a 
I penfion given him by the emperor: When I 
4 his room, he faid, 1 am obliged to you, my 
| Mfatber, that you are going to deliver me from a hea- 


*  -yyppunithment: That is nor all, replied 1, baprifm 
— delivers perfons from hell, but conduéts 






toad biefednefs. I do not comprehend, 

‘replied the ‘perfon, what it is you fay, and per- 

haps T have not {uflicieny explained myfelf; you 
|B know that for fome time I have lived on the empe- | 

bes ‘rot’s benevolence, and the bor ze. who are well ine 


in the ext world, hare af- 
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The Caixes 
fallibly pafs into'a poft-borfe to carry difpatches ott 
of the provinces to court: For this reafor they exe 
hort me to perform" my duty well, when I thall 
have aflumed my new being, and to take care not 
to ftumble, nor wince, nor bite, nor hurt ary body 5. 
belides, they direct me to travel well, to eat little, 
to be patient, and by that means move the compaf- 
fidh of the deities, who often convert a good beaft 
into aman of quality, and make him a/confiderable 
Mandarine: 1 own, father, that this thought makes 
me fhudder, and I cannot think on it without trem- 
bling. Idream of it every night, and fometimes when 
am afleep I think myfelf harneffed, and ready to 
fet out at the fir ftroke of the rider; I then wake 
in afweat, and under great concern, not being able 
to determine whether Iam a man or a horfe; but 
alas! what will become of me when I fhall bea 
horfe in reality? This then, my father, is the refolu- 
tion that Lam come to: They fay that thofe of your 
religion are not fubjedt to thefe miferies, that men 
continue to be men, and thall be the fame in the 
next world as they are in this: I befeech you to re- 
ceive me among you; 1 know thar your religi 
hard to be obferved, but if it was ftill more diffe 
I am ready to embrace it, and whatever it colt 
ime I had rather be a Chriltian than become a beaft. 
|“ "Phis ditcourfe and the prefent condition of 
“ perfon excited my compafhon, but refleCing > 
“ wards that God makes ufe of fimmplicity amd igno- 
“tance to Jead men to the truth, took occafion to 
“ undeceive him in his errors, and to direét him in 
“ the way of falvation ; I gave him inftrn@ions a Jong 
“ time, and at,length he believed, aod I the con= 
“folation to ie him dic not oul cli ate 
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“ onal fentiments, but with all the marks of a good 
“ Chriftian.” 

. Iv is eafy.to fee that if the’Chinefe are the dupes of 
‘a doétrine fo abfurd and ridiculous as the tranfmign.- 
tion ofe fouls, the bonzes, who propagate it with fo 
much zeal, draw no fmall advantage from it: It is ex- 
ceeding ufeful to fupport all their deceitful tricks by 
which they gain fo many charitable contribution’, and 
enlarge their revenues; having their extraétion from the 
dregs of the people, and being maintained from their 
infancy in an idle profefjon, they find this do@rine 
‘Proper to authorife che artifices that they make ufc of 
to excite the liberality of the people. * 

One may judge of this the better from the follow- 
sing relation of F, le Compte. 

“ Two of thefe bonzes, faid he, one day perceir- 
ing in the court of a rich peafant rwo or three large 
® ducks proftrating themlelves before the door, began 
to figh and weep bitterly; the good woman who 
perceived them from ber chamber, came out to learn 
™ the reafon of their gricf: We know, faid they, that 
the fouls of our fathers have paficd into the bodies of 

M€ thefe creatures, and the {car we are under that you 

Ne fhould kill them will certainly make ws die with 
M grief. Town, faid the woman, that we were de- 
termined to fell them, but ince they are your pa- 
ps 1 promife to keep them.” 

ts was not what the bonzes wanted, and there- 
fore they added, ™ Peshaps your husband will not be 
“ fo charitable as yourfelf, and you may reft affured 
that it will be fatal to us if any accident bapens to) 
* them. 

In thort, after a great deal of difcourfe, the goo 
 womalifiwas fo moved with their fecming grict thet 
the gave them the ducks to take care of, which they 
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« took very refpectfully after twenty feveral protcitati+ 
ons, and the felf fame evening madea feaft of them 
for their little fociety.” 

TueseE fort of people are difperfed throughout the 
mpire, and are brought up to this trade fromgheir ine 
fancy: Thefe wretches, to preferve their feet, purchale 
children of feven or cight years old, of which they 
ake young bonzes, infiruéting them in their myftes 
jes fifteen or twenty years; butthey are generally ver 
y ignorant, and there are very few that underftand the 
loctrines of their own fect. 

ALL the bonzes are not equally honourable, for they 
¢ of different degrees, (ome are employed in colletk= 
ing alms, others, bur their number is {mall, have gain- 
the knowledge of books, and {peak politely, and 
heir buGnefs is to vifit the learned, and to infinuate 
fhemfelves into the good graces of the Mandariness 
there are likewife among them venerable old’ men, who 
prefide over the affemblies of women, but thefe affem= 
blies are uncommon, and not ufed in many places, 

THoucn the bonzes have not a regular hierarchy, 
yet they have their fuperiors, whom they call Ta ho 
chang, that is great bonzes, and this rank to which they 
are gaifed greatly adds to the reputation which shey 
have acquired by their age, gravity, mecknefs and hy- 
pocrify, There are in all places monaftcrics of thefe 
bonzes, but they are not all equally frequented by 
concourfe of people. 

TweRe are in every province certain mountains 
whercin there are idol-temples, which have greater 
credit than the rcft; they go very far in pilgrimage 
to thefe temples, and the pilgrims when they are at 
the foot of the mountain, kneel down and proftrate 
themfclyes at very ftcp they take in afcemding up: 
Thole reat goon pilgrimage defire ome of theic 
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friends to purchafe a large printed theet, marked wi 
a certain coin by the bonzes: In the middle of th 
fheet is the figure of the god Fo, and upon his ga 
ment and round about a great number of {mall circics 
the devgtees have hung on his neck and round \j 
arm a fort of bracelet, compoied of a hundred midcie! 
fized beads and eight large ones; on the top is a lary 
‘bead inthe fhape of a {nuff-box ; when they roll the: 
Deads upon their fingers they pronounce thefe myfteri 
ous words, O mi to, Fo, the fignification of which they 
themfelves do not underftand. They make above ay 
hundred genuflexions, after which they draw onc c 
thefe red circles upon a fheet of paper. 

Tuer invite the bonzes, from time to time, to com 
tothe temple to pray, and to feal and make authenti 
the number of circles which they have drawn, the 
carry them ina pompous manner to funerals in a litt) 
box fealed up by the bonzes; this they call Low in 
that is, 2 paffport for travelling fiom this Jile to 
next: ‘This pafipert is not granted for nothing, for 
generally ceils feveral tacts; bur, foy they, 
to be no complaint of this expences Licaule 
ure of 2 happy voyage. 

Auonc the temples of thee falle gods there arc 
feveral famous for the beauty and magni Ecence of their 
Airnature, and for the firange thapes of their idols; 
ahereare fome fo monitrous ther the poor Chinefe, as 
foon as they fee them, fall prolirare on the cath, and 
Dest their forchead feveral times againft it out of fear 
and dread: as the bonzes have no other view than to 

money, aud as whatever tlicir reputation may be, 
are in rewity nothing but a colleétion of the dregs 
withe empires they are well acquainted with the art 
of before every body; they alc a mildyet, 
som » humility, and a modefly which deceive 
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pfirtt ight: The dhinete, -who penetrates no farther’ 
mn the outfide, take them for fo many faints, efpe~" 
lly when to this outfide thew they join rigorous fa 
hing, and rifing feveral times in a Sigg worthip Fo, 
nd feem to facrifice themfelves in fort® for the 
\blic good. 

Wirt a defign to appear very deferving among the 
vigar: and to gain a compaffion which excites their li- 
crality, they expole rhemfelves publicly in the ttrects 
then they undergo their fevere penances; fome will 
alten their neck and icet to thick chains above thirty 
zet long, which they drag along the ftreer witha 
reat deal of pain; they ftop at the door of every 
youfe, and fay, You fee how much it cofts us to ex- 
iate your crimes, cannot you aiford us fome trifling 
ms? 

You fee others in the crofs-ftreets, and moft fre= 
nented places, who make themfelves all over blood by 
wating their heads with all their might againft a great 
tone; but among thefe fort of penances there is none 
nore furprifing than that of a young bonze, which is 
elated by F. le Compte in the following manner : 

“« T met one day in the middle of a village a young 
Wik bonze, who was mild, modeft, and very likely 
to fucceed in alking charity; he food upright ina 
elofe chuir fluck all over on the infide with the tharp 
points of nails, in fuch a manner that he could 
not ftir without being wounded; two men thar were 
hired carried him very flowly into the houfes, where 
he befought the people to have compaflion on him, 
“Tam, faid he, thur up in this chair for the 
good of your fouls, and am refolved never to go ovt 
“ tll all the wails are boaghr, Land. pet ae above 
tees a every nail is worth fxpen 
is met’ one of ‘them bor what will 
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« fource of happinefs in your houfes; if you buy 
“ny you will perform an aét of heroic virtue, 

ae will give an alms not to the bonzes but 
the god Fo, 1 ’ whofe honour we defign to build 
“ temple. 

 T then paffed near the place where he was, and 
*© foon as the bonze faw me he made me the fai 
compliment as the reft. I told him he was very 
happy to give himfelf fuch ufelefs torment in thi 
“ world, and Icounfelled him to leave bis prifon, ani 
“ gotothe temple of the true God to be inftrudted i 
heavenly truths, and to fubmit to a penance lefs 
* vere and more falutary. 

“ He replied very mildly, and without the leaft ¢ 
motion, that he was obliged to me for my advice} 
but his obligation would be greater if 1 would bu 
a dozen of his nails, which would certainly make m 
fortypate in my journey. 

“ Here, faid he turning himfelf on one Gide, tak 
thefe, which upon the faith of a bonze are the bei 
in my chair, becaufe they give me the lealt pain, 
however, they are all the fame price : He pronoun 
“ ced thefe words with an air and action, which on w 
“ ny other occefion would have made me laughgybui 
then it excited my compaflion.” 

Tue fame motive of getting alms caufes thefe bon: 
zes fo conftantly to make vifits to all perfons, as well 
pooras rich; they goin what number are defired, an 
ftay as long as they will, and when there are aifem: 
blies of women, which is uncommon unlefs in fom 
places, they bring with them a grand bonze, who is di 
Ringuithed from the reft by the place that he ta 
the réfpect the other bonzes pay him, and by Bias ha: 
bit, which is different from thofe of the other 

‘THuse aflemblics of the ladies are a good reven 
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for the bonzes, for there are in every city feveral focie= 
ties of ten, fifteen, twenty women more or ‘efs: They 
sre commonly of a good family, and advanced in years, 
o; clfe widows, and confequently have. money to dif+ 
pote of; They are fuperiors of the fociety in theirturns 
for one year, and it is generally at the fuperior’s houfe 
that the allemblies are held, and that every thing may 
be done in order they all contribute a certain fum of 
money for common expences. 

Tus day on which the affembly is held comes a 
bonze, pretty well advanced in years, who is prefident, 
and fings anthems to Fo: The devotees enter into the 
concert, an after they have feveral times cried Omi to, 
Fo, and beaten very heartily fome finall kettles, they 
ft at the table and regale themfelves ; but this is the 
ordinary ceremony. 

Ow the more f:lemn days they adorn the houfe with 
feveral idols placed in order by the bonzes, and with 
feveral grotefque paintings, which reprefent in divers 
manners the torments of hell; the prayers and feafts 
lft for feven days; the grand bonze is alfifted by fe- 
|veral other bonzes, who join in the concert. 

Duxing thefe feven days their principal care is to” 
prepare and coniecrate treaiures for the other world: 
To this purpofe they build an apartment with papes 
painted and gilt, containing every part of a perfed 
houfe; they Gil this little houfe with a great number 
of paftcboard-bexes painted and varnifhed; in thefe 
boxes are ingots of gold and filver, or to {yeak more 
properly, of gilt paper, of which there are feveral hun= 
dreds, defigned to redeem them from the dreadful pur 
nifhments that the king of the infernal regions inflicts 
on thofe who have nothing to give him; they put a 
feore by themf@ives to bribe the officers of the tribu- 
nal Of this king’ of thadows; the reft, as well asthe: 
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inthe other ‘world; they {hut up all thete tile boxes 
swith padlocks of paper, then they fhut the doors of the 
paper houle, and guard it carefully with Jocks. 

Waex the pesfon, who has been at this expence, 
happens to die, they burn the houfe firftin a very fc. 
rious manner, then they burn the keys of the houf:, 
and of the little chefts, that fe may be able to open 
them and take out the gold and filver, for they believe 
the gilt paper will be turned into fine Gilver and gold, 
and fuppofe the king of the infernal regions [Yen vang} 
to be calily corrupted with this tempting metal. 

Tus hope, joined to the oftentatious thew, makes 
fuch an impreilion upon the minds of thefe poor Chi- 
nefe, that nothing but an extraordinary miracle of grace 
can undeceive them; in a word, the exercife of reli- 
gion is _pericétly free, and they celebrate this kind of 
fealts whenever they pleafe, and you have nothing but 
rood worde from all thefe impoftors, who promife long 
life, great honours for your children, abundance of 
riches in this world, and above ali things exquifite 
happinefs in the next: fuch are the extravagancics 
Wherewith thefe impoftors amufe the credulity of the 
people; they have acquired fo great authority over 
their minds that there are idols to be feen every where, 
which the blind Chinefe invoke inceffantly, efpecially 
‘in times of ficknefs, when they are to go any journey, 
or when they are in danger. 

Ik the voyage which F. Fontaney made from Siam 
to China in a Chinefe veifel, he was an eye witnefsof all 
their ceremonies, as ridiculous as fuperititious They 
had, fays he, on the poop of their,Veffel a fmall idol 
quite black with the fmoke of a lamp, which burnt 

continually to his honour; before théy fat down to 
_ diutige they offered bim fome of the, vi€tuals defigned 


aay they threw: ie 
of se end that 
wer-ferting ctole fall boats he 
might fpare their own, 

Bot if nopwirhitanding thefe prevents anvbofforings, 7 
the wayes were violeatly agitated by the {pirit, whieh, 
as they believes governs themy.they then burn a great 
many feathera,; whofe (moke and finc!, iaie@ the alte 
ani! they pretend by this means to lay the teaypelt, anit 
duve away the evil demon at a great dillances but ity 
was at the fight of a mountain, which they difgovered: 
ap they pafled the channel of Cochin-china, and where 
they have built an idul temple, that they ouredid theme, 
felves in their fuperftitions, 

Arrerthey hadofeced viduals, lighted wax candies, 
burnt perfumes, thrown feveral figures of gilt paper into 
the fea, and had profteated theaifelves a great number 
of times, the failors prepared. a {mall veilel made of; 
boards, abuur frur door long, with matks, cords, fails, 
ftreamers, compals, rudder, boat, cannon, provifions, 
merchaudifes, and even a book of accomprs; they had 
difpofed upon the quarzer-deck, the lorecaltle, and the 
cords, as suany ima figures of painted paper as there. 
were men in the vetlel ; they put this machine upon a 
raft, ao Lifted yt uy with feveral ceremonies, carried it 
about the veffel witb the found of a drum and coppers 
bafons; a failor habited like a Bone was at the head 
of the proceffioa, feuciag with a Jong flail, and thoute 
ing as loud as pollibl<; then they let it defcead 
flowly into the feay 2nd followed it with their cyes as 
far as they couldfee; afer which this pretended Bonze 
went to the very highelt part of the flern, where he 
continued his {houts, and withed ir a happy voyage. 

As there arg affemblies of women where 
248 pred, therd@re likewife allemblics of men, 
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they call falters every alfembly has its (uperior, whe 
has under him a great number of difciples called Toy 
ti, to whom they give the namie of S{e€ fou, which is 
38 mach as to fay, dodtor father. , 

Wuene they are induftrious, and have gained any 
reputation, they eafily attain this office; they preferee 
in a family fome old manufeript, which has pafled from 
father to fon for feveral generations ; this book is full 
of impious prayers which nobody underftands, and 
there is none but the head of the family can repeat 
them; fometimes thefe prayers are followed with (ur. 
prifing effeéts, and there needs nothing elfe to raife a 
man tothe quality of Sfeé fou, and to gain a great 
number of di(ciples : the days ‘on which the affemblies 
are held, all the difciples have notice to appear, and 
wo perfon dares flay away; the fuperior is placed in 
the bottom of the hall, about the middle; every one 
proftrates himfelf before him, and then place them: 
felves to the right and the left in two lines; when the 
time is come they recite thefe fecret and impious 
prayers, and make an end by placing themfélves at the 
table, and plunging themfelves into all manner of cx- 
ceft, for nothing can be more pleafing than thefe Chi- 
nefe falters; to fay the truth they deny themfelves all 
their life the ule of ftleth, th, wine, onions, ga . 
and every thing that heats, but they know how to make 
them{clves amends with other provifions, and eipecial- 
ly with the liberty of cating a» often as they pleafe, 

We are not to fuppoie that this fort of abftinence 
is any great trouble to a Chinefe, for there are great 
numbers who do not profefs the art of fafting, and yet 
are contented with rice and herbs for their food, be- 
ing nor able to purchafe dich. % . 

. #2 once they have attained theadegree of Sfee 
» fou, Ghd have gained a great nau! dilciples, the 
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fhare that every difciple is oblized to pay on the days — 


of mecting amounts to a coniiderable fum in the fpace 
of a year. 

In fhort there are no ftratagems, hor ridiculous inwe 
ventions, which thefe minifters of Satan tfhve not re= 
covrfe to, to keep their followers cntircly devoted to 
Phe God Fo, and to alienate them from the preachers 
of the gofpel; but be it as it will, what has been 
mentioned hitherto is nothing but the exterior doétrine 
of Fo taught by the Bonzes, and adjufted to the arti< 
fices which they make ufe of to impofe on the creduli- 
ty of the people: as to the interior deétrine, very few 
are allowed to be acquainted with its myfteries, the bo- 
dy of the Bonzes in general are thought to be too ftu= 
pid to partake thereof; for thofe who are initiated 
mutt have a fublime genius, that they may be capable 
of attaining the higheit perfection. 

Tus interior dodtrine is the fame that was tavghe 
by Fo in the laft moments of his life, and which his 
difciples, whom he trufted moll, have taken care to 
explain and propagate: we need do nothing more than 
mention this ridiculous fyftem, to thew how far the 
folly of mankinit will lead thofe who give way to fuch 
like extravogancies. 

Tuer teach that a vacuum of nothing is the prin« 
ciple of all things, that from this our firft parents had 
their original, and to this they returned after their 
death 5 that the vacuum 18 that which conftitutes our 
being and fubftance; that it is from nothing, and the 
mixture of the elements, that all things are produced, 
and to which they all return; that all beings differ 
from one another only by their (hape and qualitics, in 
the fame manner as fnow, ice, and hail differ from 








each other; and in the fame manner as they * 
oe alion, or fome other creature of the fame metal, 
‘ He 
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which Jofing ,their fhapes and qualities become again 
the fame uniform mafs. 
Trus they fay all beings, as well animate as inuni- 
mate, though differing in their qualities and figures, 
are only the fame thing proceeding from the fame prin. 
ciple; this principle is a moft admirable thing, ca- 
ceeding pure, free from ‘all alteration, very finc, fim 
ple, and by its fimplicity is the pericétion of all be- 
ings; in thort it is very perfeét, and conftansly at reit, 
without energy, power or underftanding, nay more, its 
eflence confitts in being without undesflanding, with 
out adtion, without defires; to live hoppy we mull 
continually ftrive by meditation, anid frequent viet 
ries over ourfelves, to become like this Principiumy ad 
to this end accuftom ourfelves to do nothing, to defi 
nothing, to perceive nothing, to think on nothing; 
there is no difpute about vice or virtucs, rewards cr 
punifhments, providence and the immortality of the 
foul; all holinefs confifts in ccafing to be [wallowed 
up by nothing; the nearer we approach to the nature 
of a flone, or the trunk ofa tree, the more perfect we 
are; in fhort it is in indolence and inaGivity, in a cel 
fation of all paffions, in a privation of every motion of 
the body, in an annihilation of all the faculties of the 
foul, and in the general fafpenfion of all thought, that 
yietacand happinefa conGft; when a man has ance at- 
tained this happy ftate he will then meet with mo fure 
ther viciflitudes and tranimigrations, be has nothing 
to fear for the furure, becanfe properly ipeaking he is 
nothing; of if he is any thing he is happy, and to fay 
evecy thing in one word, he is perfectly like the god 
Fo. 


Tus dodlrine is not without its followers even at 
here it was embraced by fome »grandecs: ‘the 
Kao thong was fo bewitched with sae ed 
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figned the governmenit-of the empire tp his adopted 
ion, that he might entirely addi@t himfelf to thefe ftu- 
id and fenfelefs meditations. 

HowEveRr, the greateft part of thé learniéd have nn 
nfed this feet, and among others a famous Colao cal- 
Poci guei, 2 zealous difciple of Confucius; they 
cked it with all their might, proving that this apas 
hy, or rather this monttrous ftupidity, overturned all 
yality and civil government ; that man is raifed only 
above other beings by his thinking and reafoning facul~ 
ies, and by his application to the knowledge and prate 
i of virtue ; that to afpire after this foolith inadtivie 
ty is renouncing the molt effential duties, abolishing 
the neceffary relation of father and fon, hufband and 
wife, prince and fubje&t, and that if this doftrine was 
followed it would reduce all the members of a {tate to 
a condition much inferior to that of beats, 

Tavs China is become a prey to all forts of ridicus 
lous and extravagiat opinions; aad though fome of 
the learned oppofe thefe feéts, and trem them as here= 
fics, and have fometimies inclined the court to eftire 
prte them throughout the empire, yet fach inclinations 
wave been attended with no effect, for hitherto they 
hare been tolerable, either through fear of exciting 
commotions among the people, or becaufe they have 
lad fecret favourers and proteCtors among the learned 
| themfelves 5 fo that all that theycver do is to condema 

herefy if general, which is put in practice every year 
at Peking. 

Ir is this monftrous heap of fuperftitions, magick, 
idolatry and atheifm, that, having very early infected 
the minds of fome of the learned, has fpawned a fcét 
which is embjaced in the room of religion or philofo+ 
phy; for it isatifficule to give it a truc title, nogpetr 
Marka perenne call it themfelves. 
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